The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on April 12, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Allen; Council Members Moses, Stafford, Stewart, Dickerson, Williams, and Robertson.  Town Attorney Hartley; Town Manager Vittum; Chief Martin; Town Engineer Tawney; Recreation Director Johnston; and Harrell.  Also present were: George Psathas, former Councilmember, Janet Psathas, citizen; Scarlett Ratcliffe, Clerk of Circuit Court and Keli Ratcliffe, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Allen called the meeting to order.  Councilman Stewart led the pledge of Allegiance.   

  
 Stafford moved that the minutes to the Regular March 12, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford, Stewart and Williams. The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.  


Stafford moved that the minutes to the Special March 21, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town.  Stewart seconded the motion.  Stafford and Moses wanted it noted that they did not know that this was a Special Council meeting.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford, Stewart and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.


Mayor Allen stated that he had received a letter of resignation from Steve Stewart. Stewart will be moving out of the Town of Pearisburg. Stafford made a motion that council reluctantly accept the resignation of Steve Stewart effective at midnight on April 12, 2005. Willaims seconded the motion. Voting aye: Allen, Williams, Robertson, Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, and Stewart. The motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Robertson made the motion to appoint George Psathas to fill the vacant position on Council caused by the resignation of Steve Stewart and that this be effective at 12:01 a.m. on April 13, 2005.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting aye: Allen, Williams, Robertson, Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, and Stewart. The motion carried by a vote of 7-0. Scarlett Ratcliffe, Clerk of Circuit Court was present to swear George Psathas in as a Councilmember with his duties beginning at 12:01 a.m. on April 13, 2005 and ending on June 30, 2006.


Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for March 2005.  

Robertson reported the Public Safety Committee had no recommendations.

 Stewart reported on the Property and Recreation Committee.  He stated that the pool heater is ready.  There were no recommendations. 

Stafford reported on the Finance Committee.   She stated that work is being done on the budget and that the next budget workshop would be held on April 19, 2005.  There were no recommendations.
Williams reported on the Public Works Committee.   He stated that the Committee discussed the water loss.  There were no recommendations.


Williams reported on the Public Service Authority.  Mayor Allen spoke about the water loss and stated that staff was working very hard to find and fix the leaks.  Staff is still replacing the meters.  There were no recommendations.

Robertson reported on the Whitt-Riverbend Park Committee.  He stated that there was some brush in the field that needed to be burnt so that the field would be cleaned up and ready to mow. Vittum stated that he had two draft copies of the landscaping design for the park.

Robertson reported on the Pearis Cemetery.  He stated he would like to set up a meeting with the Fire Service and Appalachian Trail personnel to see what they will allow the town to do.  Robertson stated that he would like to get started on this before the bicentennial. Moses stated that the Pearisburg Woman’s Club is interested in helping with the Eastside Cemetery.

Tawney answered several questions concerning effort to control water loss. He stated that Hughes Company assisted the Town in locating five leaks.  We have since found four or five more by sending crews out at night.

Moses reported on the New River Valley Planning Commission.  

Robertson made the motion to approve the policy on the use of cell phones.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Robertson, Williams, Stafford, Dickerson, Stewart and Moses.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.   (INSERT POLICY)

Narrows extended an invitation to the town to participate in their Memorial Day Parade.  Stafford stated that the town should do something.  Mayor Allen stated that he would discuss this and bring a recommendation back to council.

Vittum reported on the Downtown Grant Project and specifically on efforts to purchase the Curtis Robbins property.  He stated that the Marshall’s office was having the property re-appraised and would give us another figure. The original estimate of $204,000 was too high.  Vittum stated that he hoped the price would drop to near $110,000.  Marty Hall, Senator Allen’s aid, was here to help make call on getting this property.

Stafford made the motion to approve the Historic District Guidelines.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Council discussed progress on the Sewer Treatment Project. Change order #3 dealing with the replacement of the sludge pumps was discussed.  Safety concerns would be addressed in this change order as well.  We are still waiting for comments from DEQ.  Hartley asked if staff was satisfied with the project.  Vittum stated that there were still some concerns from DEQ primarily the problems with the digesters.  Hartley stated to be sure that all issues are resolved long term, not short term.  Vittum stated that the design engineer might have to come to the next meeting to discuss some of the concerns.  The grinder pump broke down and is being repaired at no cost the town.    

Stafford made a motion to approve a Resolution honoring Mable Hale.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Moses made a motion to approve a Resolution honoring Steve Stewart.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

 Council reviewed the Route 100 Water Preliminary Engineering Report from the County.  They discussed the impact it would have on the Town system and the need to have an independent consultant advice us on these impacts.  Council discussed authorizing staff to work with Anderson and Associates on this review.

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Stafford, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Stewart, yes; and Williams, yes, Council went into Executive Session to discuss as permitted by Virginia Code 2.1-244 (A)(7) consultation with legal counsel or a briefing by staff about a Council appointment.

On a motion by Stafford, seconded by Williams, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Stewart, yes; and Williams, yes, Council returned to regular session.

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Stafford, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Stewart, yes; and Williams, yes; Council certified that the subject discussed in this Executive Session was the subject identified in the motion to go into Executive Session and only that subject, and that Council discussed no other subject while in Executive Session.

Stewart made a motion that council accept the proposal from Anderson and Associates to conduct a review of the Thompson & Litton preliminary engineering report for Giles County water line extensions south of Pearisburg along Route 100.  Dickerson seconded the motion. Voting yes: Allen, Moses, Stewart, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams and Stafford.  The motion carried 7-0.

Stafford reminded council that the Chamber of Commerce was hosting a luncheon on April 13th at Anna’s.

Mayor Allen reminded council that the Town was hosting the Intergovernmental meeting on April 25th at the Community Center.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Donald W. Allen, Mayor



Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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