The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on August 9, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Stafford; Vice-Mayor Moses; Council members Dickerson, Williams, Robertson and Chambless; Town Manager Vittum; Chief Martin; Town Engineer Tawney; Recreation Director Johnston; and Lorrie Mitchell Clerk’s Assistant.  Also present were: Assistant County Administrator Kevin Belcher, citizens Jeff Morris, Nancy Whitten and Dorothy Grimm; and Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Stafford called the meeting to order.  Councilman Williams led the pledge of Allegiance.   

Dorothy R. Grimm presented Council a picture of George Pearis taken on January 17, 1808 that she wanted to donate to the Town.  Grimm is the last living descendant of George Pearis.   She stated that Pearis donated 52 acres of land divided into lots to be established as the Town of Pearisburg.  A copy of the Pearis Coat of Arms was also donated to the Town.

Chief Martin presented Council with the award he accepted in Portsmouth at the Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police Conference.  The Pearisburg Police Department placed second place in the Virginia Law Enforcement Challenge.
  
Williams moved that the minutes to the Regular July 12, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town. Chambless seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  


Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for July 2005.  

Dickerson reported on the Public Safety Committee.  The fire department came in 3rd at the Hinton Fireman’s Parade.  They also collected a near $5,000.00 from the recent Poker Run and Boot Day. There were no recommendations.
Moses reported on the Property and Recreation Committee. She stated that work was ongoing at the Tennis Courts. There were no recommendations. 

Robertson reported on the Finance Committee.  The Committee recommended that council approve the Town’s membership to Committee for the Trans Dominion Express in the amount of $250.00. Williams made the motion to approve the recommendation.  Chambless seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the purchase of a 1999 Dodge truck from the Town Engineer for $10,000.00. Dickerson made the motion to purchase the vehicle.  Williams seconded the motion. Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

Psathas reported on the Public Works Committee.  There were no recommendations.
Vittum reported on the Public Service Authority.  He briefly went over the County staff recommendations concerning the PSA.
Robertson reported on the Whitt-Riverbend Park Committee.  Vittum stated that Rodney Wilson was getting another quote for the SST.
Moses reported on the New River Valley Planning Commission.  She discussed the July 28, 2005 agenda and report.
Vittum updated Council on the Downtown Project.  He briefed Council on the different ways to access the upstairs at the Robbins property.  The asbestos quotes are being requested.  He stated that the TEA21 contract for $64,000 has been signed.  We are awaiting confirmation from Erica Jeter on the engineering contract addendum with VDOT.  The Town has two easements left to be completed.  He stated that additional funds will be forthcoming by November 2006.  He indicated that the Town can sign an additional contract for $192,000.  Council tabled the transfer of property to non-profit.  Vittum stated that Robbie Spiegel would be the project administrator hired for the Downtown Administrative job.  She will soon be training in Richmond.
Chambless made a motion to waive building permit fees for all downtown construction.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. The waived fees will count toward local match
Vittum updated Council on the Sewer Treatment Plant Project.  He stated that sludge mixing is at 100 % and the digestors are working properly.  He updated Council on a letter from Gary McCollum concerning recommendations on pricing amounts for additional blowers and piping.
Council discussed the GHFC request for a By-Law Change.  It had been tabled from the July meeting.  Vittum asked that it be tabled again and discussed at the September meeting.  Robertson made the motion to table the by law change until September.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.
Bud Chambless presented Council with a donation from Pearisburg Lions Club in the amount of $1,000 for the Pearisburg Volunteer Fire Department.  Council thanked them for their generosity.
Dickerson made a motion to table an agreement from the American Society of Composers Music License until the Town Attorney can be present.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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