The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on December 13, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Stafford; Vice-Mayor Moses(Planning Commission Chair); Council members Dickerson, Williams, Robertson, Psathas and Chambless; Planning Commission Members Croy and Ray; Town Manager Vittum; Chief Martin; Town Engineer Tawney; Recreation Director Johnston; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present was: Mary Lee Moye, Ron Ratcliffe, Kenneth & Jane Crank, Mike Perdue, Wendy Perdue, Connie Burton, Nathan Deplazes, James L. Brown, Kevin Byrd, Debra Lang, Ada L. Parcell, Richard & Rosemarie Jennings, James Blyth, T.E. Johnston, William E. & Bonnie Neal, Harold E. & Norma Chafin, Lee Wheeler, Amy Lucas, Vic & Marcy Marcussen, Shannon Lucas, Brandon Steele, Nathan Deplazes, Charlie Via, Pearisburg PSA Member; Larry J. Williams, PSA; and David Rundgren, Planning District Commission; and Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  
Mayor Stafford called the meeting to order.  Councilwoman Moses led the pledge of Allegiance.   


Chambless moved that the minutes to the Regular November 8, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town contingent upon corrections.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams, Psathas and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.  


Mayor Stafford opened the Public Hearing on a Conditional Use Permit Application filed by Debra Lang.  The applicant proposes to convert a part of her residential structure to a home occupational business use as a beauty shop.  This would be a Conditional Use in the R-7 or Mixed Residential zone.  The property is located at 501 N. Giles Street. Vittum stated that the Town had given the required notice and sent out letters to adjoining property owners.  Vittum stated that Mrs. Peggy Lucas called with concern about the property being re-zoned.  He stated that staff informed her that no re-zoning would take place.  He stated that she had no opposition as long as the zoning remained the same.  

Debra Jane Lang addressed Council and stated that she just wanted an opportunity to work out of her home.  Mayor Stafford closed the Public Hearing.  Moses stated that the Planning Commission felt it should be allowed and they had no objections.  Moses stated that the Planning Commission recommended Council approve the Conditional Use Permit for Debra Lang.  Moses made this in the form of a motion.  Robertson seconded the motion.  Council discussed parking for the beauty shop.  There are no parking signs on Giles Street.  Lang stated that no more than two cars should be there at a time and they will park in her driveway.  

Moses stated that the Planning Commission recommended Council deny the Conditional Use Permit request from Donald Raines for a Bed & Breakfast at his residence.  Moses made this in the form of a motion.  Robertson seconds the motion.  Voting yes:  Mayor Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Psathas, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.

  
Council presented the family of John T. Moye with a framed Resolution in memory of him for all his hard work and dedication to the Town when he was a Police Officer.  Mayor Stafford read the Resolution to Mrs. Mary Lee Moye and Family.
Jay Williams addressed Council at this time about three issues.  He wanted to come to some type of agreement between the Town and PSA by having a meeting on the rate increase proposed by the PSA.  The proposed amount would be $1.94 per 1,000.   Robertson stated that we need to divide Administration between distribution and production.  He stated that there is a possibility the Town is paying more than we should.     Jay Williams stated that the PSA Board would be glad to talk to us.  Councilman Williams stated that he understood the water rate increase was run by the PSA finance committee.  He questioned Jay Williams as to why the rate was voted on when the Pearisburg representative was not present.  Charlie Via stated that he was not invited to that meeting.  Jay Williams apologized and planned to check into the matter.  Chambless stated that he felt certain administrative amounts are not attributable to the water portion.  He felt it should be some type of adjustment. He stated a good adjustment would be at least 15% on water and 35% or less on administrative costs.
Next, Jay Williams addressed Council on white goods.  He stated that due to the increase in fuel, disposal and other costs the PSA decided to charge for white goods.  Jay Williams stated that the new agreement on white goods supersedes and overwrites all other agreements.  He stated that he hopes the Town will decide to pay white good fees.
Finally, Jay Williams addressed Council about an issue six months ago when there was a problem with the new tanks to Riverbend.  He stated that there was no check valve and approximately 158,000 gallons back flowed and was not metered.  He stated the estimated cost was $3600.73.  Robertson asked Williams how they know how much came back thru the system.  Williams stated it came thru and then came back.  Williams handed out estimated calculations done by Roger Houck.  Williams went over the figures with Council.  Williams wished Council Happy Holidays on behalf of the Board and hoped to hear from them soon about setting up a meeting.  Mayor Stafford thanked Williams and stated that it would be good idea for Council to meet with the PSA Board.

David Rundgren with New River Valley Planning District Commission asked Council to consider the Town participating in a Regional Water Supply Study and approve a Resolution in support of the study.  He stated that there seems to be a push to do it regionally for localities.  He stated that we are looking at a three to six year time frame.  He indicated that we have met 60% of our requirements.  Rundgren did a brief presentation explaining the need and progress of the project.
Moses made a motion to adopt and approve a Resolution to participate in the New River Valley Regional Water Study Supply Plan.  Chambless seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Mayor Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Psathas, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.

(insert resolution)

Chambless made a motion to adopt and approve a Resolution in support of the New River Valley Regional Water Source Plan.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Mayor Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Psathas, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.

(insert resolution)

Vittum updated Council on the Brierwood Subdivision Project.  He discussed the proposal from the engineer and ways to handle storm water.  He stated that Planning Commission indicated to the developer they would look at the low impact option.  Vittum stated that the developer does not want to design with impact and find out later Council wants curb and gutter.  Mayor Stafford asked if the Planning Commission was going to make a recommendation.  Vittum stated that the developer submitted more documents and staff is reviewing them.  He stated that Tawney has met with Virginia Skyline Soil and Conservation to review storm water requirements.  Once staff has evaluated information and reviewed the plans they will make a recommendation to Planning who will review the plans and then make their recommendation to Council.
Vittum stated that Shannon Lucas did submit photos of current projects that are underway that are moving away from curb and gutter and going to low impact.  Vittum discussed the differences in dealing with the complexities of storm water management.  Rundgren stated that there were road issues with curb and gutter with VDOT.  He stated that VDOT seems to have a historic preference on urban streets on how to manage storm water and street maintenance.  He stated that VDOT felt that by spreading the water along grassy areas instead of concentrating it to ditches you were better off by leaving it in the natural state.
Robertson stated that he is not in favor of low impact and would like to see curb and gutter.  Williams agreed he would like to see it developed the right way to cause less future problems.  Moses stated that if either way was done correctly you would not have problems.  Brandon Steele explained to Council that VDOT had gotten more flexible in allowing local governments to reduce the requirements and allow low impact at their discretion.  Chambless commented that if the retention pond was put in place before the project began that would be helpful in storm water and mud run-off from ground breaking.  Steele stated that if it’s not required in Town zoning to hold a larger amount then you design at a 10 years storm .  He stated that DCR requires a 10 year pre and post analysis.  Psathas was fine with going either method as long as it’s done right.  Moses stated that the Planning Commission had spoken with the contractor and feels that they know what they are doing and would like them to have the opportunity.  Vittum stated that the developer and engineer need to make a presentation showing that the low impact method is designed well to withstand storm run-off.  Vittum stated that Shannon Lucas had provided pictures showing examples of slopes that exceeded those on site.  Steele stated that swells and ditches are better than carrying water and will get back into the ground quicker.  He stated that decreased amounts of pavement help reduce water that goes into detention ponds.  Steele stated that tonight he was just looking for a consensus from Council on low impact verses curb and gutter.  Mayor Stafford stated that she was sorry but Council was not going to be able to answer them tonight.   
Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for November 2005.  

Dickerson reported on the Public Safety Committee.  Mayor Stafford stated that the Fire Department Dinner was very good and Council had a good time.
Psathas reported on the Property and Recreation Committee.  Psathas stated that Johnston had collected $339.45 for basketball admissions and concessions.  Council asked about the status of the tennis courts.  Tawney stated that we should get Hartley to speak with the contractor.  Staff will take care of this matter.
Robertson reported on the Finance Committee.  Psathas made a motion that Council approve a full-page ad for the Bicentennial Newspaper at a cost of $825.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Mayor Stafford, Moses, Williams, Psathas, Dickerson and Chambless.  Voting no:  Robertson.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 1.

The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve the following addendum for Architectural Alternatives to do Phase II requirements with the Department of Historic Resources. This is part of the historic tax credits requirements for the downtown property. The addendum is for $3500.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

(insert addendum)
Psathas reported on the Public Works Committee.  He stated that the Public Works crew had 600 more meters left to be installed.  He stated that the town crew had done a good job on the sidewalk along Church Avenue.  There were no recommendations.
There were no updates on the Public Service Authority, Whitt-Riverbend Park or the New River Valley Planning Commission.  

   Vittum updated Council on the Downtown Project.  He stated that on buildings 21 and 22 by mid January Mr. Rogers should start the design and work should begin on survey and historic credits.  He stated that the first facades are under contract and construction should begin late December.  He indicated that the once the contractor begins he had 100 days to finish the project.  Mayor Stafford wanted to remind Council of the Downtown Kickoff on the Façade Program on the 28th at 4:00 p.m.  Vittum stated that the next phase on facades included Allen’s Furniture, Giles Auto Parts, Donnie Martin’s building, Darlene’s Kitchen, Western Hotel and Ingram Furniture.  He stated that the first rehab portion would consist of 5 to 6 apartment units in the Westmoreland building.  He indicated that the rehab portion should be ready to go out to bid by late February.  Vittum stated that Hartley was working on the transfer of property for buildings 21 and 22 and it should be ready for transfer in late February.
 
Vittum reported on the TEA portion of the Downtown Project.  He stated that the engineering portion is progressing and the surveys are done.  He indicated that we should get the state’s approval in February and be able to go out to contract in March for construction.  The contract for $191,000 should come from VDOT early in 2006.  He stated that the Wal-Mart easement will be taken care of once condemnation documents are filed.  He stated that the Bradley property deeds should be filed soon since Mr. Hartley’s staff received the information on the new owner. He is doing the documents for both easements.
Vittum updated Council on the Sewer Treatment Plant Project.   He stated that Change Order No. 4 has been approved.  He stated that DEQ requested documentation on the gear box and it has been submitted to show proper procurement and approval on the purchase before the Town proceeds. 
Williams made a motion to approve and adopt Ordinance 05-04 on the Personal Property Tax Relief Act.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

Adopted:  December 13, 2005



Ordinance:  05-04
An ordinance to add Section 66-36 to Chapter 66 Business License Taxation of the Code of the Town of Pearisburg to provide for the implementation of the 2004-2005 changes to the Personal Property Tax Relief Act of 1998  - Specific Relief

66-36
§ 1. Purpose; Definitions; Relation to other Ordinances. (a) The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide for the implementation of the changes to PPTRA effected by legislation adopted during the 2004 Special Session I and the 2005 Regular Session of the General Assembly of Virginia.

(b) Terms used in this Ordinance that have defined meanings set forth in PPTRA shall have the same meanings as set forth in Va. Code § 58.1-3523, as amended.

(c) To the extent that the provisions of this Ordinance conflict with any prior Ordinance or provision of the Town Code, this Ordinance shall control.

§ 2. Method of Computing and Reflecting Tax Relief. (a) For tax years commencing in 2006, the Town adopts the provisions of Item 503.E of the 2005 Appropriations Act, providing for the computation of tax relief as a specific dollar amount to be offset against the total taxes that would otherwise be due but for PPTRA and the reporting of such specific dollar relief on the tax bill.

(b) The Town of Pearisburg shall, by resolution set the percentage of tax relief at such a level that it is anticipated fully to exhaust PPTRA relief funds provided to the Town by the Commonwealth.
(c) Personal property tax bills shall set forth on their face the specific dollar amount of relief credited with respect to each qualifying vehicle, together with an explanation of the general manner in which relief is allocated.

§ 3. Allocation of Relief among Taxpayers. (a) Allocation of PPTRA relief shall be provided in accordance with the general provisions of this section, as implemented by the specific provisions of the Town annual budget relating to PPTRA relief.

(b) Relief shall be allocated in such as manner as to eliminate personal property taxation of each qualifying vehicle with an assessed value of $1,000 or less.

(c) Relief with respect to qualifying vehicles with assessed values of more than $1,000 shall be provided at a percentage, annually fixed and applied to the first $20,000 in value of each such qualifying vehicle, that is estimated fully to use all available state PPTRA relief. The percentage shall be established annually as a part of the adopted budget for the Town. 
§ 4. Transitional Provisions. (a) Pursuant to authority conferred in Item 503.D of the 2005 Appropriations Act, the Town Treasurer is authorized to issue a supplemental personal property tax bill, in the amount of 100 percent of tax due without regard to any former entitlement to state PPTRA relief, plus applicable penalties and interest, to any taxpayer whose taxes with respect to a qualifying vehicle for tax year 2005 or any prior tax year remain unpaid on September 1, 2006, or such date as state funds for reimbursement of the state share of such bill have become unavailable, whichever earlier occurs.

(b) Penalty and interest with respect to bills issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be computed on the entire amount of tax owed. Interest shall be computed at the rate provided in the tax assessment ordinance adopted by the Town of Pearisburg from the original due date of the tax. 

Adopted this 13th day of December , 2005.



 



Approved:







__________________________________







Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor

Attest:

_________________________________

Judy R. Harrell, Clerk

Vittum stated that the Resolution enclosed in Council packets we need to be adopted at a later date.  He stated that the Resolution outlines the format we use during the budget process to calculate the amount of personal property tax relief.
Vittum updated Council on a lot line revision request from Angel’s Rest Baptist Fellowship.  He stated that a 10 foot strip of property was donated to the church to allow them to build their addition.  No action is needed.
Vittum updated Council on Cornerstone development.  Council discussed the sidewalks going to the building and the VDOT turn lane.  Council had some concerns with the crossover.  Vittum stated that VDOT has regulations about distance between crossovers and may limit a new crossover.  Another turn sign at the cemetery cross over may be needed.  Mayor Stafford asked when they planned to start the development.  Vittum stated that staff has 45 days to get comments back.  He stated that they are awaiting approvals from Health Department, VDOT and DEQ.  Staff will work with VDOT on Council concerns.
Robertson made a motion to approve a Resolution recognizing Giles High School for winning the Division II Single A State Championship.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

R E S O L U T I O N

A RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR

THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE

2005 GILES HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM

FOR WINNING THE STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Whereas, the 2005 Giles High School football team completed the regular season with a record of 9-1 thereby qualifying for the playoffs, and


Whereas, the team won playoff games against Chilhowie, George Wythe, and Haysi to qualify for the state championship for the first time since 1996, and


Whereas, Giles Spartans defeated the defending state champions from Manassas Park by a score of 35-34 thereby becoming the Division 2 Single A Virginia State Champion for 2005, and


Whereas, the team showed determination, athletic ability, and excellent teamwork by overcoming all obstacles including injury and determined foes in order to achieve this honor

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PEARISBURG, VIRGINIA  7 OF ITS MEMBERS CONCURRING, THAT

The council congratulates the members of the 2005 Division 2 Single A State Champion Giles Spartan football team for the achievement of this high honor that was earned by their dedication, skills, and teamwork, and

That the council congratulates Coach Steve Ragsdale and his staff for their efforts to coach and mentor these young men as they worked to develop the skills and talents that led to the state championship, and

That in recognition of the achievement of the 2005 Giles High School football team’s state championship the Pearisburg Town Council orders the red #1 in the Star on Angel’s Rest to remain lighted for the duration of the Christmas season.

This 13th  day of December 2005.

APPROVED:

_______________________

Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor


ATTEST:

_________________________







Judy R.  Harrell, Clerk
On a motion by Robertson, seconded by Williams, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Stafford, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Chambless, yes; Moses, absent; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; and Williams, yes, Council went into Executive Session to discuss as permitted by Virginia Code 2.1-244 (A)(7) a briefing by staff or consultants about probable future litigation.

On a motion by Psathas, seconded by Williams, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Stafford, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Chambless, yes; Moses, absent; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; and Williams, yes, Council returned to regular session.

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Chambless, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Stafford, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Chambless, yes; Moses, absent; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; and Williams, yes; Council certified that the subject discussed in this Executive Session was the subject identified in the motion to go into Executive Session and only that subject, and that Council discussed no other subject while in Executive Session.

Chambless made a motion that Council rescind the vote taken at the November 8, 2005 meeting to pay the PSA for white goods, tires, and other bulk items.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Chambless, Dickerson, and Psathas.  Absent:  Moses.  The motion carried by vote of 6 to 0.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor



Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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