The Pearisburg Town Council met in Special Session jointly with Pearisburg Planning Commission on January 26, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Vice-Mayor Stafford; Council Members Moses (Planning Commission Chair), Stewart, Williams, and Robertson.  Town Attorney Hartley; Town Manager Vittum; Town Engineer Tawney; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present were:  Peters, Morris, Ray and Croy, Planning Commission Members; Jonna McGraw of Woltz and Associates; Eric Gentry of Anderson and Associates; Chris McKlarney, County Administrator; Gregory Ray, Chanler Bandy and Trevor Myers of Boy Scout Troop 34; and Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  

Vice-Mayor Stafford called the Council Meeting to order.  Chair Moses called the Planning Commission to order.  The meeting was turned over to Vittum at this time.  Vittum stated that the meeting was about a proposal on property located within corporate limits.  Mayor Allen is out of Town but agreed that a meeting needed to be called.  Vittum asked McGraw is she would like to address Council at this time.
McGraw of Woltz and Associates is an Auctioneer and Brokerage Company.  She stated that her goal is to maximize what she can get for the property.  She stated that late last summer the property went up for sale after an involuntary bankruptcy.  The trustees of the property asked for time to sell the property before Gurley and Gurley, the first lien holder who could sell on the Courthouse steps.  She stated that Woltz and Associates has an agreement with Gurley and Gurley that they can sell the property as long as it can be done within 60 days.  They plan to sell it as a whole, subdivide or by tax parcel.
McGraw stated she had met with McKlarney, Vittum and Gentry.  They looked the subdivision layout plans over and then after the meeting Gentry went back and made changes. The plan incorporates suggestion from the County and Town staff.  She presented overlays as to what is envisioned.  She stated that she would like to have a final preliminary plat agreed upon by the Town for a subdivision before she sells.  She must do her advertising by February 25th, 2005 and sell the property by March 25th, 2005.    This is a very important piece of property and she would appreciate any help from the Town to expedite the plans.   
Hartley asked about frontage and access.  Gentry explained the access issues to each parcel.  Robertson asked about the access off of Horsley.  Hartley felt Council would want to see most of the traffic feed off of the access at Wal-Mart.  McKlarney stated that the bottom line is that the development will be driven by the developers.  He wanted to stress that this is a very preliminary plan and the main thing to decide is how to divide the property to control the traffic. McKlarney would like to see the Town get a compromise with Woltz and Associates now because once a sale is made it would be hard to make changes in access.  If the Town comes to some decision with their concerns this would give them some control on right-of-way issues. Vittum stated that it would be ideal to be able to complete McKlarney’ plan, but this will not be feasible due to time constraints.
Hartley stated that what the disadvantage is from the Town’s standpoint is that we would prefer to direct that traffic out by Wal-Mart and down on U.S. 460 by the doctors office.  Woltz has pointed out in their plans that there are lots of access points to this property and lots of them are residential especially in the King Heights.  If you sold it as one, two or five parcels you could end up with the bulk of property exiting out through King Heights.  McKlarney stated that at that point the Town would have very little control.  You can control it thru zoning but you can’t control the access points that exist on public streets.  Hartley stated that the Town’s vision has been to direct the bulk of access to Wal-Mart as opposed to the Town streets in King Heights.  He suggested developing the lots consistent with large lots in King Heights.  Vittum stated that the roads in King Heights are not designed for large volume traffic.
Vittum showed Council the Master Conceptual Plan that the County IDA has been working to develop. He stated that this is a good concept and the next step is to sell the concept to developers.  Vittum asked Council how they would like to see the property developed.  Robertson stated that he would like to see more commercial near Wal-Mart instead of residential.  Morris stated that by having the property zoned Planned Unit Development they have come to the Commission and Council with their plan.  He stated that Council and the Commission would be the controlling factor at that time.  McGraw stated that the zoning is already consistent with the conceptual plan.  Vittum stated that it is partially zoned.  Planned Unit Development at this time.
Robertson would like to see single family access of off Curve Road and Horsley.  He was not sure you can have too much access.  Hartley still felt additional right-of-way was needed at Woodland Drive and Horsley Drive.
Vice-Mayor Stafford announced that present at the meeting tonight was Boy Scout Troop 34.  She stated that the leader was Don Ray and with him were Gregory Ray, Chanler Bandy and Trevor Myers.  She thanked them for attending and welcomed them back to a regular scheduled meeting.  
McKlarney stated that he would get with his staff and Town staff and discuss the issues of concern and bring them back to the February 8th meeting.  McKlarney asked Hartley if it was legal to meet with a couple of Council Members at time to hear their concerns.  He felt this would give Council an opportunity to make individual comments. Hartley stated that this would not be a problem.  
Vittum checked to see if a preliminary subdivision required a public hearing.  Hartley stated that we should be alright if we announce we are going to consider this plat in the paper and suggested an informal informational meeting where the public can ask questions.  McGraw stated that the preliminary subdivision would be submitted as a final due to time constraints. Council decided to have a joint meeting of Town Council and Planning Commission Tuesday, February 2nd, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. Vice-Mayor Stafford asked for a consensus from Council and Planning Commission, the majority was available to meet.  Vittum stated that the Committee meetings for Wednesday would be moved to Tuesday due to this special meeting.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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