The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on June 14, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Allen; Council Members Moses, Stafford, Dickerson, Williams, and Robertson.  Town Attorney Hartley; Town Manager Vittum; Chief Martin; Town Engineer Tawney; Recreation Director Johnston; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present were: Bud and Katherine Chambless, Derek Fontaine, Elizabeth Stafford, Former Mayor John H. Givens, Jr., citizens; Rick DiSalvo and Gary McCollum of Draper Aden Associates; and Michael Hawks, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Allen called the meeting to order.  Councilman Robertson led the pledge of Allegiance.   

  
 Robertson moved that the minutes to the Regular May 10, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams. The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  


Williams moved that the minutes to the Special May 31, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.


Vice-Mayor Stafford made a motion to accept a letter of resignation from Mayor Donald W. Allen effective 12:00 midnight June 14, 2005.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 to 0.  


Williams made a motion to appoint Barbara M. Stafford to fill the unexpired term of Donald W. Allen as Mayor.  The term would begin at 12:01 a.m. on June 15, 2005 and end June 30, 2006.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 to 0.


Dickerson made a motion to appoint Melvin L. “Bud” Chambless to fill the unexpired term of Barbara Stafford.  The term would begin at 12:01 a.m. on June 15, 2005 and end June 30, 2006.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.


Scarlett Ratcliffe, Giles County Clerk of Court sworn in Barbara M. Stafford as Mayor of Pearisburg to fill the unexpired term of Donald W. Allen with a term beginning 12:01 a.m. June 15, 2005 and ending June 30, 2006.  Next, Ratcliffe swore in Melvin L. “ Bud” Chambless to fill the unexpired term of Councilmember Barbara Stafford with a  term beginning 12:01 a.m. June 15, 2005 and ending June 30, 2006.


Stafford made a motion to approve a Resolution honoring Mayor Donald W. Allen.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  
R E S O L U T I O NPRIVATE 

A RESOLUTION TO HONOR DONALD W. ALLEN FOR

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE TOWN OF PEARISBURG

AS A MAYOR OF THE TOWN COUNCIL


WHEREAS, Donald W. Allen was elected to and assumed the Office of the Mayor of the Town of Pearisburg on July 1, 2002; and 


WHEREAS, as Mayor, Don ably assisted with decision making and in formulating policy regarding the Town thereby helping insure its proper development and growth; and


WHEREAS, Don served with dedication and enthusiasm, lending his leadership skills in formulating policies to guide the community into the future; and


WHEREAS, during his tenure the Town began a major project to revitalize the downtown historic area; completed a major upgrade to its wastewater treatment facility; modernized its water meter reading system; and secured funding for improvements to the Whitt-Riverbend Park as well as for sidewalks to Giles High School; and


WHEREAS. During his three years in office the Town of Pearisburg secured over $1.6 million in grant funding for numerous projects; and


WHEREAS, Don will retire from the Office of Mayor on June 14, 2005 because of the upcoming move with his family to Beckley, West Virginia, and


WHEREAS, the Town Council for the Town of Pearisburg will miss his leadership and presence in its future deliberations.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PEARISBURG, VIRGINIA,   6   OF ITS MEMBERS CONCURRING:

THAT, the sincere gratitude and appreciation of the Town of Pearisburg be expressed to Donald W. Allen for his outstanding and dedicated service to his community as Mayor of Pearisburg from July 1, 2002 to June 14, 2005, and


THAT, upon the occasion of his retirement the Town Council officially expresses its sense of appreciation by way of this resolution and orders its inclusion in the official records of the Town; and


THAT, a copy of this resolution be presented to Donald W. Allen and his family in appreciation for all that Mayor Allen has done for and on behalf of all the residents of the Town of Pearisburg.


This 14th day of June 2005.



APPROVED:



________________________________



Barbara M. Stafford, Vice-Mayor



ATTEST:









____________________________





Judy R. Harrell, Town Clerk 



Mayor Allen recessed the regular meeting to open a public hearing on the Fiscal Year 2006 Budget.  Vittum briefly discussed changes in revenue which include: $0.03 increase in property tax, increase in water and sewer rates and Recreation Department fee and rate adjustments to increase revenue by $10,000.  He stated that expenditures included:  2% employee increase, software upgrade, firehall study, continue paving, Wenonah Avenue Sidewalk Project, Town Engineer Vehicle, Public Works equipment, gutter at Community Center, air conditioning at Town Hall, Whitt-Riverbend Park Trail Project and Sewer Department tele-valves.  Mayor Allen closed the public hearing and opens the meeting for regular session.


Robertson made a motion to set the special meeting to adopt the Fiscal Year 2006 Budget for Tuesday, June 28th, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.   Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford and Williams.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.


Gary McCollum of Draper Aden & Associates addressed Council to give an update on the Wastewater Treatment Plant Project.  He updated Council in regard to closeout.  The contractors have completed work except for one outstanding issue.  The project began in June 2004.  There were major improvements for sludge treatment.  They have been working with updating changes to the aerobic digestion system.  They are looking at better settling on separation of solids and thickening of solids in the digesters within two weeks. Then it will take about a month to transfer the secondary solids. The goal is to work for the whole month of August without any problems.


Robertson asked if this was a new type of project for Draper Aden.  McCollum stated that it was new to the industry.  Hartley asked for a brief description of the before and after modification.  McCollum stated that the aeration system shoots air into the digester.  In 1991 they were all new and had full output.  These units had to come out because they clogged quite frequently.  Hartley asked if they could assure us that we would not have any problems. McCollum stated that one good month with no problems would be a good test of the new system.  Hartley asked about the difference in temperatures causing extra problems.  McCollum stated that actually it is better in the winter.  McCollum stated that the blowers and concrete foundation might be needed later.  Hartley asked about the approximate cost.  McCollum stated that it could cost between $12,000 to $14,000.  Hartley asked if we had violated any terms of our discharge.  McCollum stated that he is not aware of any violations.


DiSalvo addressed Council about how our system is such a biologically intense system.  They are trying to clear up how to best operate the plant.  He stated that the goal is to thicken and remove sludge.  He indicated that Lisa Kast, Plant Operator is having difficulty with current mode of operation because she is using new equipment with the old technique.   We have had to look and study to see what we need to do to make everything operate effectively.  He stated that DEQ is aware of the type of growth we have and felt it was unusual for that type of bacteria.  They have been assessing the types of sludge.  They finally decided to bring DEQ on board to help with assessing the bacteria.  Hartley asked that once the recipe so to speak is figured out will there be an operation manual update? He was told that this is included in the scope of work.


Mayor Allen stated that Pearisburg Police Department has placed second behind West Point Police Department on the Virginia Association of Chiefs of Police (VACP) Law Enforcement Challenge in the 1 to 10 Officer Category.  At the upcoming Annual VACP Conference Mayor Allen will be doing the presentation to our department.


Mayor Allen wanted to recognize Officer Mike Spicer for responding to a natural death call.  Officer Spicer contacted the family immediately.  Bob Thomas a family member wants to extend his appreciation to Spicer for responding to the family in a timely manner.


Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for May 2005.  

Robertson reported on the Public Safety Committee. There were no recommendations.

Moses reported on the Property and Recreation Committee.  She reported that the pool heaters were in service and the tennis courts repairs are underway, but not completed.  There were no recommendations. 

Stafford reported on the Finance Committee. The Committee recommended that council waive remaining property taxes for 2004 on the Robbins property in the amount of $191.02. The US Government owned this property during part of 2004. The 2003 and part of 2004 taxes have been paid. Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve Change Order #3 for an additional $24,451.00 on the Wastewater Treatment Plant contract with W. G. Simmons Company.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Stafford stated that it was discussed at the Finance Meeting to bring up and discuss in executive session an additional .5% or 1% pay raise increase for employees.  Vittum read additional costs for the two proposed increases.  Robertson stated that the Finance Committee has been meeting for two months and this was never discussed until last night.  We should not wait until the night before the public hearing to bring this matter up.  It should have been brought way before now. We are $130,000 short as it stands right now.  Stafford stated that the Committee wanted to bring it up to full Council to get their input.  Dickerson stated that they wanted to the entire Council to see the increase in cost.  Robertson reminded Council of the 8% increase in health insurance costs. The council took no action on this matter.

Williams reported on the Public Works Committee.   The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the following resolution seeking VDOT Revenue Sharing Funds for 2005.  

R E S O L U T I O N

At a regularly scheduled meeting of the Pearisburg Town Council of the Town of Pearisburg and held on June 14, 2005, on a motion by Williams, seconded by Stafford, the following resolution was adopted by a vote of 6 to 0:

WHEREAS, the Pearisburg Town Council of the Town of Pearisburg desires to submit an application for an allocation of funds of up to $60,000 through the Virginia Department of Transportation Fiscal Year 2005-2006, Revenue Sharing Program; and,


WHEREAS, $60,000 of these funds are requested to fund overlay with 1 1/2” to 2” of pavement, roads to be paved; 


Start at Intersection of:

1. French Street and Mill Road and Curve Road to Town Limits of Curve Road

2. Start at Intersection of Curve Road and Pinewood Drive to the end of Pinewood Drive

3. Start at Intersection of Lynwood Avenue and Curve Road to the end of Lynwood

4. Start at the Intersection of Fairway Street and Lynwood Avenue to the Intersection of Curve Road

5. Start at the Intersection of Pearl Street and Lynwood Avenue to the Intersection of Curve Road

6. Start at the Intersection of Oak Lane and Curve Road to the Intersection of Hale Street

7. Start at the Intersection of Hale Street and Wenonah Avenue to the end of Hale Street

8. Start at the Intersection of Woodland Drive and U.S. 460 to the Town Limits of Woodland Drive; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Pearisburg Town Council of Town of Pearisburg hereby support this application for an allocation of $60,000 through the Virginia Department of Transportation Revenue Sharing Program.

ADOPTED this 14th day of June 2005.

ATTEST: 





APPROVED:


____________________________________

_____________________________________

Judy R. Harrell, Town Clerk 



Donald W. Allen, Mayor

Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Williams reported on the Public Service Authority.  He stated that effective July 1st all entities would be charged for white goods.  There were no recommendations.

Robertson reported on the Whitt-Riverbend Park Committee.  The Committee made a recommendation that Council proceed to purchase an SST from Carr Concrete in West Virginia for $15,947 plus freight.  The Town would need to also hire a crane and a contractor to assist with installation.  This would amount to a total of $23,000 to $25,000, which is less than the budget estimate of $30,000.  Robertson stated that 80% of the cost comes out of grant money and the other 20% is in the new budget.  Williams brought it to Council’s attention that the park was not supposed to cost us anything extra.  Robertson stated that it was only during acquisition that it would not cost us anything extra.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Robertson, Stafford, Dickerson and Moses.  Voting no:  Williams.  The vote carried by a motion of 5 to 1.

Moses reported on the New River Valley Planning Commission.  

Robertson made a motion to table a request from GHFC for By-Law Changes.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Robertson made a motion to appoint Charlie R. Via as representative for the Town to the Giles County Public Service Authority Board and Councilman George G. Psathas ad the alternate.  The term would begin July 1, 2005 and end June 30, 2007.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Vittum stated that the Town received a non-renewal letter from Giles County PSA and felt it would be best to discuss it in executive session.  There will be some changes to solid waste fees beginning July 1st and he would like some direction from Council.  Hartley stated that there is no question that they can charge us for regular collection.  Council agreed to discuss the matter further in executive session.

Williams made a motion to accept the following Committee Appointments.  Stafford seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 

JUNE 14, 2005

PLANNING COMMISSION
4 YEAR TERM

DON RAY




JUNE 30, 2009

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
5 YEAR TERMS

JOHN SPAUR


JUNE 30, 2010

MIKE COLLINS (JOHNSTON) 

JUNE 30, 2009

LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD-------3 YEAR TERMS

MARY BETH HOLTON -AT LARGE 
JUNE 30, 2008 

WALTER VIERLING -AT LARGE
JUNE 30, 2008

TEMPLE LAWRENCE -AT LARGE 
JUNE 30, 2008 

JOHN H. GIVENS JR. – LIONS CLUB 
JUNE 30, 2008

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
5 YEAR TERMS

STEVE AUSTIN 



JUNE 30, 2010

REBECCA MOSES



JUNE 30, 2009

BUILDING CODE
5 YEAR TERMS

JEFF MORRIS 



JUNE 30, 2010

TIM DALTON (WALKER)

JUNE 30, 2008

PUBLIC SERVICE AUTHORITY JULY 1, 2005 UNTIL JUNE 30, 2007

SETTING MEMBER --CHARLIE VIA

ALTERNATE MEMBER ---GEORGE PSATHAS


Robertson made a motion to approve the Standing Committees presented by the Mayor.  Stafford seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Moses.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

PEARISBURG COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES 2005-2006

PROPERTY AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
l ST MONDAY  6:30 PM

BECKY MOSES
CHAIR

GEORGE PSATHAS 

TEDDY VAUGHN CITIZEN

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
l ST MONDAY  7:30 PM

GEORGE PSA THAS
CHAIR

JIMMIE WILLIAMS

COLIN MUNSEY, CITIZEN

PUBLIC SAFETY
2ND MONDAY  7:00 PM

ROBERT L. DICKERSON
CHAIR

DANNY ROBERTSON

SCOTT CLARK, CITIZEN

FINANCE
2ND MONDAY  8:00 PM

DANNY ROBERTSON
CHAIR

ROBERT L. DICKERSON 

MELVIN "BUD" CHAMBLESS 

KRISTI EATON, CITIZEN

Mayor Allen stated that a plat had been received from Marie Crockett on the corner of Grand and Dennis.  There are two houses on one lot.  The homes predate zoning.  The owner would like to subdivide the lot into two parcels one for each home.  The lots would meet all the required setbacks except the front.  The owner will grant a 20-foot easement along the property line for utilities.  The Planning Commission has reviewed the plat.  Moses stated that the Commission to recommend Council approve the plat.  Robertson stated that this was the first he heard of the plat and did not get a copy to review and did not go to look at the site.  Vittum stated that the Subdivision Ordinance of the Town calls for a specific size plat as well as the number of copies needed.  We are unable to copy this size. We will let all future requests be aware that we need more copies or a smaller version to copy ourselves for Council.

Stafford made a motion to approve the plat for Marie Crockett.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Williams, Moses and Dickerson. Abstaining: Robertson.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 to 0.

Vittum updated Council on the Downtown Project.  The Town will be advertising for a part-time Administration position for the project.  Lynn Barber has taken a part-time job in Blacksburg and will no longer be with us after December.  He spoke with the Planning District and they will not be able to assist at this time.  We need to approve the contract with DHCD.   Vittum had spoke with David Jones of DHCD about the contract for $932,000.  He stated that he recommended Council authorizing the Town Manager to sign the contract.  Stafford made a motion that Council authorizes the Town Manager to sign the contract with DHCD in the amount of $932,000.  Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Williams, Moses, Robertson and Dickerson. The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.

Robertson made a motion to approve and adopt a Proclamation for Independents Week.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Williams, Moses, Robertson and Dickerson. The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.

PROCLAMATION

Independents Week


Whereas, Independents Week provides a time to celebrate members of the community business of Pearisburg and the entrepreneurial spirit represented by our core of locally​ owned independent businesses; and

Whereas, the individual decisions every community member makes today affect the future of Pearisburg; and

Whereas, Pearisburg's locally-owned independent businesses help preserve the uniqueness of the community and give us a sense of place; and

Whereas, Pearisburg's core of independently-owned businesses give back to this community in goods, services, time and talent; and

Whereas, the health of Pearisburg's economy depends on our support of businesses owned by our friends and neighbors; and


Whereas, Pearisburg's independent business owners and employees enrich community members'

shopping experiences with their knowledge and passion;

Therefore, as we celebrate Independents Week 2005, we acknowledge that the ability to choose the direction of Pearisburg lies within each of us.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Donald W. Allen, Mayor of the Town of Pearisburg, do hereby proclaim the week of July 1-7 2005, as: "Independents Week" and salute our community members and locally owned independent businesses who are integral to the unique flavor of Pearisburg and honor their efforts to make Pearisburg the place we want to live and work.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and cause the seal of the Town of Pearisburg to be affixed this 14th day of June, 2005.

ATTEST:





APPROVED:

__________________________________
_________________________________

Judy R. Harrell, Town Clerk



Donald W. Allen, Mayor

Williams made a motion to approve and adopt a Resolution authorizing signatures for bank accounts.  Stafford seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Mayor Allen, Stafford, Williams, Moses, Robertson and Dickerson. The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.


R E S O L U T I O NPRIVATE 


WHEREAS, the Town of Pearisburg desires to update all previous bank resolutions,


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that all checks, drafts, notes, or orders drawn against the accounts of the Town of Pearisburg, Virginia be signed by any two of the following:  

Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor; Judy R. Harrell, Town Clerk; or Kenneth F. Vittum, Town Manager; Rickie C. Tawney, Town Engineer; whose signatures shall be duly certified to the National Bank of Blacksburg, Pearisburg branch, and that no checks, drafts, notes, or orders drawn against said banks shall be valid unless so signed.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Donald W. Allen, Mayor will no longer be authorized to sign any checks, drafts, notes, or orders drawn against said banks after June 14, 2005.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said banks are hereby authorized and directed to honor in pay any checks, drafts, notes, or orders so drawn, whether such checks, drafts notes, or orders be payable to the order of any such person signing and/or countersigning said checks, drafts, notes, or orders or any such person in their individual capacities or not, and whether such checks, drafts, notes, or orders are deposited to the individual credit of the person so signing and/or countersigning said checks, drafts, notes, or orders, or to the individual credit of any of the other officers or not.  This resolution shall continue in force and said banks may consider the facts concerning the holders of said offices, respectively, and their signatures to be continued as set forth in the certificate of the Town Clerk, accompanying a copy of this resolution when delivered to said banks or any subsequent certificate, until written notice to the contrary is duly served on said banks.


ADOPTED this 14th day of June, 2005.




APPROVED:______________________________







Donald W. Allen, Mayor

APPROVED:

_______________________________

Judy R. Harrell, Clerk

On a motion by Moses, seconded by Williams, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, absent; and Williams, yes, Council went into Executive Session to discuss as permitted by Virginia Code 2.1-244 (A)(7) consultation with legal counsel on PSA concerns and Virginia Code 2.1-344(A)(1), a personnel matter involving salary or other compensation of a specific employee.

On a motion by Robertson, seconded by Stafford, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, absent; and Williams, yes, Council returned to regular session.

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Stafford, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, absent; and Williams, yes; Council certified that the subject discussed in this Executive Session was the subject identified in the motion to go into Executive Session and only that subject, and that Council discussed no other subject while in Executive Session.

Vittum announced that the Giles Health and Family Center had been chosen for an award from the International City Management Association.  This award will be presented at the Conference in September.

Council stated that the Town Manager’s salary would be adjusted by 2% in the upcoming budget.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Donald W. Allen, Mayor



Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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