
The Pearisburg Town Council met in special called session on Monday, March 21, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall. Present for this meeting were Mayor Allen; Council Members Williams, Dickerson, and Robertson; and Town Manager Vittum.PRIVATE 
  Also present were: Rusty Stump, Eddie, Kingrea, Darrell Scott, Richard Hull, Ronnie Niece, Chad Journell, Jack Kellison, Robin Robertson, Bobby Smith, Lonnie Freeman, Shady Fisher, David Clark, Jared Hall, Kitty Kresmer, Darren Martin, Ralph Harless, Michael Early, Jackie Martin, and Danny Ratcliffe, Pearisburg Fire Department.


Mayor Allen stated that he had called this meeting to discuss the bid for a new fire truck. Vittum stated that a miscommunication with the company representative resulted in his being unable to attend.

Stump felt some savings could be found by cutting unnecessary equipment from the truck and pre-paying on delivery. He indicated that a FEMA grant for equipment mounted on the truck had been looked into and cannot be used. The department has been unsuccessful on two occasions seeking these funds for a truck.

Mayor Allen indicated that the town might not be able to afford a truck at this time and to him the building remains the top priority. He noted that the last two trucks cost $215,000 and $154,000. This time only a single bid was received and that was $426,000.

Stump indicated that with inflation the 1993 Dash would now cost $400,000 and that this truck would be used for structure and car fires. It has a 30-gallon foam tank that could be used on chemical fires. He felt the best pricing would be $395,000 if equipment was eliminated.

Allen asked if FEMA was a possibility due to the unique equipment on this vehicle, perhaps by stressing the rail and truck HAZMAT issues in Giles County.

Vittum indicated that he was concerned that only one bid out of ten was submitted. Perhaps rejecting bids, loosening the specifications and rebidding could result in more bids to evaluate.

Allen was concerned about lack of county assistance, when the majority of fire calls are out of town.

Vittum indicated that a ten-year note would cost $52,000 to $55,000 per year. A 15-year note would cost $38,000 to $40,000 per year. The two trucks currently budgeted cost $18,500 and $20,500 each.

Williams asked Stump to consider cuts that can be made without endangering crews. Robertson asked Stump to contact FEMA.

Stump indicated that with $25,000 from the county, $12,500 in pre-pay, and $27,700 in equipment cuts the financing amount would be $379,000. The roll over equipment added back increases this to $386,000.

Allen will contact Wal-Mart. Vittum will look into financing costs. Vittum will contact Giles County. Other contacts will be made with Carilion and Celanese.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

ATTEST:





APPROVED:

___________________________


__________________________

Judy R. Harrell, Clerk




Donald W. Allen, Mayor

