
The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on March 8, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Allen; Council Members Moses, Stafford, Stewart, Dickerson, Williams, and Robertson.  Town Attorney Hartley; Town Manager Vittum; Chief Martin; Town Engineer Tawney; Recreation Director Johnston; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present were: Frances Allen, Mary Glenn McCall, Joyce Marion, Lori Marion, and Eric Shannon citizens; David Rundgren, NRVPDC; Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Allen called the meeting to order.  Councilwoman Moses led the pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Dickerson delivered the invocation.
Mayor Allen asked Mrs. Frances Allen and her family to come forward for him to present a resolution from Council in memory of Glenn Allen, retired Town Engineer for the Town.   Mayor Allen read the resolution to the family and gave them a signed framed copy.  Mrs. Allen thanked Council and stated that the thought was greatly appreciated.
Mayor Allen opened the Public Hearing on the Hazard Mitigation Plan designed by the New River Valley Planning District.  Dave Rundgren briefly explained the purpose of the plan.  The plan includes post and pre-disaster plans.  He stated that all localities must complete one.  Rundgren thanked Council for their participation in this plan.  Mayor Allen closed the public hearing.
Mayor Allen opened the Public Hearing on Vacating Right of Way on Hobson Street.  Mayor Allen stated that the applicant is William Spangler and the reason he desires the Town vacate the right of way is for him to construct a garage that would violate setbacks on his property.  The vacant lot would allow him to build his garage near his property line.  Vittum stated that the Planning Commission had reviewed the request but did not make a recommendation.  He stated that a letter was received from the County Office stating they had no issue with the abandonment, but would like to keep it open for access.  Vittum stated that the garage placement violates the setbacks and Spangler would like the property to place the garage where he would like.  He stated that the garage could be placed elsewhere on the property.  He stated that the road is not open for public use and if we did abandon it; we should keep a utility easement.  Mayor Allen closed the Public Hearing.

 Williams moved that the minutes to the Regular February 8, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stafford, Stewart and Williams. The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.  


Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for February 2005.  

Robertson reported on the Public Safety Committee.  Council acknowledged a job well done by Officer Spicer and Lieutenant Tilley on a suicide call from a woman.  They handled the situation with compassion and convinced her to go with them and talk.  Council also wanted to show appreciation to Officer Ratcliffe and Sergeant Gautier for going on a call of a suicidal person ready to jump off a bridge.  The officers handled the situation professionally due to previous training.  
The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve the following Junior Firefighter Ordinance.  Note that all original documents should be filed with the Town Manager and copies at the Fire Department per discussion of Town Manager and Town Attorney.   Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

ADOPTED:   March 8, 2005


ORDINANCE NO:  05-01

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 34, ARTICLE II FIRE DEPARTMENT, CODE OF THE TOWN OF PEARISBURG, VIRGINIA, 1996, AS AMENDED BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 34-33 ESTABLISHMENT OF JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER PROGRAM


BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council of the Town of Pearisburg, Virginia, 7  of the elected members concurring, that:


Section 1.   Pursuant to the provisions of Section 40.1 - ​79.1 of the Code of Virginia, and subject to any restrictions adopted by the Pearisburg Fire Department, the Town hereby authorizes any minor who is sixteen years or older and who is a resident of the Town of Pearisburg, to participate fully in all activities of the Pearisburg Fire Department, provided such minor has obtained written parental or legal guardian approval in advance of such participation, and further provided that such minor, in advance of such participation, has attained certification under National Fire Protection Association NFPA 1001, Level One, fire fighter standards as administered by the Virginia Department of Fire Programs.


Section 2. This ordinance shall be in effect immediately upon its passage.


This 8th day of March  2005.







APPROVED:







_________________________







Donald W. Allen, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________

Judy R. Harrell, Clerk

Stewart reported on the Property and Recreation Committee.  He stated that the pool heater is going as planned.  The concrete pad has been poured.  The heat pumps should be installed soon.  Tawney stated that the sinkhole area off of Mountain Lake Avenue will be cleaned next week by the students.  They will pick up trash, cleanout underbrush, take out trees and build a pad with gravel and place a picnic table there.  The place will look completely different when finished.
Stafford reported on the Finance Committee.  The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve change order #2 in the amount of $15,550.59 for work at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve additional work to be included in Change Order #3 as follows: 1. Replace two pumps for transferal of sludge to the centrifuge ($ 7,785), 2. Repair four bridge piers to the digester catwalk ($8,542), 3. Install additional grating at headworks ($350), and 4. Add digester piping to tie RBC air units into the digester aeration system ($3000 estimate) for total estimated additional work of $19,677. This would be submitted as a change order in April and covers everything except possible additional work on the aeration system. Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.


The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the Deferred Compensation Mandatory Distribution amendment.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.


The Committee made a recommendation that council approve a request by the Town Manager to attend the Senior Executive Institute in July at UVA and include funding in the FY2006 budget for this purpose. Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the audit report for FY 2004.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Stafford stated that the Committee had discussed a full page ad being placed in Country Current Magazine.  She stated that a full page ad would cost $850 plus an additional $45 to design the ad for us.  She estimated about 10,000 copies to be distributed for sale and felt it would be a good idea to promote Pearisburg.  Robertson made a motion to agree doing a full page ad in Giles County Tourism Guide for $850 plus $45 design fee.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Williams reported on the Public Works Committee.  Robertson stated that the 50% water loss was unacceptable.  Mayor Allen stated that staff is doing what they can to find the leaks and repair them.  Tawney stated that he had applied for a grant to help with the leak detection.  The deadline for submitting is in August.  The grant will be awarded sometime afterwards.  Brian Blankenship with Virginia Department of Health came and met with him and inspected the facilities.  Tawney stated that if the Town should received the grant we would hire an outside consultant and vendor to research the problem areas.  Stewart asked why the Town could not detect the leaks, was it due to not having the equipment or what?  Tawney stated that a man had recently come in to help us update our maps and isolate sections. He is teaching us his technique, but we still need assistance to bring the water loss down.

Williams reported on the Public Service Authority.  There is another meeting this week.  He stated that Bill Holt was appointed as an alternate to the PSA Board. There were no recommendations.
Robertson reported on the Whitt-Riverbend Park Committee.  Vittum stated that he and Tawney had gone to the park with Ben Borda to do a walk thru to help him develop a landscaping plan. He stated that Borda will have something ready in mid-April.  Vittum said Borda felt the price on the SST would come down to $30,000.  Vittum stated that part of the work would be done in-house.  Vittum stated that Rodney Wilson is getting quotes for a SST.
Moses reported on the New River Valley Planning Commission.  
Stafford made a motion to approve a Resolution on the Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Council discussed the application request to vacate right of way on a piece of property on Hobson Avenue.  Robertson felt we should obtain some type of utility right of way.  Vittum stated that the proposed garage setbacks would come close to the setbacks.  Hartley suggested a solution to the situation. Council felt Hartley had a good suggestion.  Robertson made a motion to alter the right of way for that portion of Hobson Avenue that adjoins Lot 13 at 300 Montgomery Street, to acknowledge that the Town has no plans to maintain said right of way and that the right of way is altered so that the building setback line for Lot 13 shall become the property line that divides Lot 13 from Hobson Street, and providing further that public use of this portion of Hobson Avenue for access to any adjoining property will be unaffected by this alteration.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Vittum stated that he had spoken with the Marshall’s office concerning the Curtis Robbins property.  He said that the final order has been issued by the court and it is out of our hands.  He stated that they assured him the Town would have ample time to buy the property by the May 1st deadline.  They said the property should be getting close to going out to auction.  Vittum stated that if we do not hear anything by the end of the month Mayor Allen would get in touch with Senator Allen’s Office. 
Council discussed the Conservation Plan for the Downtown Project.  Hartley had some concerns with the plan.  They are as follows: 1) question on attachment at the end   2) on page one the name of the housing authority  3)  wording on incidental non-conforming buildings complaints with building code.   Vittum stated that DHCD expects us to identify non-compliance.  Hartley stated that the non-compliance issues with building code could be interpretation issues.  Robertson asked if it was mandatory that we comply.  Vittum stated that the State does not want to invest unless we do at least 90%.  Robertson asked how you enforce the building code.  Hartley stated that if a building does not meet building code the owner can be asked to bring the building up to code.  He stated that if they do not bring it to code we can take them to court so they will have to bring it to code.  Robertson asked how many were in non-compliance.  Vittum stated that nine or ten were blighted and these are the ones the state is most concerned about.  The state requires that we take care of these buildings in the project.   Vittum stated that we are prioritizing the buildings that are in need of repair.  He stated that a letter has been submitted to Todd Christensen to get control of the Quonset hut property and go back for a planning grant.  There is not enough to address the building with the current grant at this time.  
Robertson made a motion to approve the Pearisburg Downtown Revitalization District Conservation Project Area Plan contingent upon Hartley’s changes.  Stafford seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Vittum briefed Council on the Expanded Scope Budget.  He stated that we can’t use grant funding for any training, materials or supplies for Downtown Coordinator Bud Chambless.  The added funds are $170,325.  Vittum stated that we received a preauthorization letter for up to $98,000 pre-contract activity.  The Town can get reimbursed when under contract.  He stated that there is $9,000 in administrative work that is reimbursable when we go to contract.

Vittum stated that we will need to advertise for a Rehab Specialist on the Downtown Project.  Ann Angert will not be able to assist us on this project.  We will need to put together a Housing Rehab Board similar to the one we did for Bluff City Project.  Vittum stated that the Rehab Specialist would be needed for two years and the monies would come out of the grant.  Robertson asked if the funds budgeted would cover the cost.  Vittum stated that the fees are set by policy of DHCD as a percentage of the construction contracts. Vittum stated that the contracts would be written from work orders issued by the Rehab Specialist.  

Stewart made a motion to approve the Housing Program Design.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Vittum went over the CDBG Pre-Contract for Professional Services from Lynn Barber.  She was paid out of the first and second planning grants.  Council appropriated an extra $5,000 to cover the costs during planning.  Stafford made a motion to approve and adopt the Pearisburg Downtown Revitalization Project Description of Professional Services – CDBG Pre-contract Activities with Lynn Barber.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Vittum updated Council on the aeration system at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  We may not need any additional work to it.  We have emptied digesters of all sludge and treated it and transferred it to the digester.
Vittum briefed Council on a visit from an IRS representative in the Clerk’s Office.  He went over some items that we should have in place such as a cell phone use policy and a uniform policy for public works.  Hartley had some concerns about minimal personal use on cell phones and how it was worded.  He stated that the employee could get a 1099 and claim the phone as personal property.  Hartley asked if Council thought this would be acceptable.  Council decided to table adopting the Cell Phone Policy.

Robertson made a motion to approve and adopt the Uniform Policy.  Stafford seconded the motion.  Voting yes were: Mayor Allen, Dickerson, Moses, Robertson, Stewart, Stafford and Williams.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

POLICY ON UNIFORMS FOR PUBLIC WORKS

Due to IRS regulations a change is being made to the Policy for Uniforms provided to the Public Works Department. In order to not be considered taxable income to the employee and reported as such on individual Income Tax Returns two requirements must be met. To be excluded from income, employer provided clothing must be required by the employer and be unsuitable for everyday use. 

Beginning April 1, 2005 the following will be the official policy of the Town of Pearisburg. Employees of the Public Works Department will be required to wear a work uniform consisting of pants and shirt. In addition, appropriate light and heavy-duty coats, raingear, and hard hats will be provided. These uniform items are to be used exclusively while working for the Town of Pearisburg. These uniforms shall under no circumstances be worn while off duty, except for direct communing from home to work.

The Town of Pearisburg will continue to provide reimbursement to employees of the Public Works Department for required safety equipment. This may be full or partial reimbursement. Currently this will include employer provided work gloves, kneepads, non-prescription safety glasses, and earplugs. In addition, the Town will provide $100.00 per year towards steel-toed work shoes and $50 per pair toward prescription safety glasses. 

Approved: ___________________________

By Pearisburg Town Council

_________________________________
______________________

Kenneth F. Vittum, Town Manager

Date

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Stafford, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Stewart, yes; and Williams, yes, Council went into Executive Session to discuss as permitted by Virginia Code 2.1-344 (A)(3) a matter involving the acquisition of property for public purposes and as permitted by Virginia Code 2.1-244 (A)(7) consultation with legal counsel or a briefing by staff about a Council appointment.

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Stafford, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Stewart, yes; and Williams, yes, Council returned to regular session.

On a motion by Stafford, seconded by Moses, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Stewart, yes; and Williams, yes; Council certified that the subject discussed in this Executive Session was the subject identified in the motion to go into Executive Session and only that subject, and that Council discussed no other subject while in Executive Session.

Robertson asked Vittum for an update on sale of 2005 car decals. These will officially go on sale March 15th, but will be available later this week. If someone asks and has no outstanding tax bills the town can sell a decal before the 15th. 

Stafford stated that she had complaints on Horsley Drive concerning litter and trash and full garbage cans being left out. In addition, a 4-wheeler was being used on one lot and a number of barking dogs were in the area. Vittum stated that he would ask the Building Official and Police Chief to look into possible code violations.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Donald W. Allen, Mayor



Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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