D R A F T

The Pearisburg Town Council met in special session on May 31, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Allen; Council Members Moses, Stafford, Psathas and Dickerson; Town Manager Vittum; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present were: Paul Johnson, citizen; and Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Allen called the meeting to order.  He stated that the purpose of this meeting was to hold a Public Hearing on the proposed Real Estate Tax Increase.  The proposed rate would be $0.29 per $100 of the assessed value or 11.8% increase.  Mayor Allen recessed the meeting and opened the Public Hearing.

Mayor Allen asked if anyone from the audience had any comments concerning the proposed tax rate increase to come forward at this time.

Paul Johnson of 137 School Road, Pearisburg addressed Council with his concern about what this increase would accomplish for him.  Johnson stated that when he was annexed he was told he would eventually be getting public sewer to his residence.  He has not got an answer to date as to when this might take place and would like one tonight.  He felt that by getting sewer it would help increase the value of his property.   He will need an answer soon because sometime within a year he will need to replace the septic tank and feels the Town will give him a hard time.  

Mayor Allen asked staff to address this question.  Vittum stated that there was a problem with the distance School Road is from the main sewer line.  It was not included in the Bluff City Project because it did not increase the low LMI percentage for grant funding.  He stated that it would be difficult to gravity feed it down the hill because there is not enough room along the road and other utilities are in the way.  An option would be to place a pump station and pump it up the hill towards Hardees.  Vittum stated that due to the location of Johnson’s home it may not be feasible to put in sewer lines.  He stated that gravity feeding is very expensive and that there were a few other areas that could not be provided sewer in Town.  

Johnson stated that he has not really received any extra services from the Town since he was annexed.  He gets no brush pick-up and the police only patrol once every so often.  Mayor Allen stated that he would get the Town Manager to discuss the sewer issue with the Public Works Committee and get back to you with an answer.  
Vice-Mayor Stafford stated that she received a letter today from Connie Dodson stating that she wanted to go on record opposing the proposed tax rate increase.  The letter was entered into the record.  Mayor Allen closed the Public Hearing.
Vice-Mayor Stafford stated that she thinks the Recreation Department fees should be structured where citizens in Town would not need to pay for recreation activities but County citizens would be charged a fee are needed in the future.

On a motion by Stafford, seconded by Dickerson, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, absent; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; and Williams, absent, Council went into Executive Session to discuss as permitted by Virginia Code 2.1-344(A)(1), a personnel matter involving Town Council Appointments.

On a motion by Stafford, seconded by Dickerson, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, absent; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; and Williams, absent, Council returned to regular session.

On a motion by Stafford, seconded by Psathas, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Allen, yes; Council Members Robertson, absent; Stafford, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; and Williams, absent; Council certified that the subject discussed in this Executive Session was the subject identified in the motion to go into Executive Session and only that subject, and that Council discussed no other subject while in Executive Session.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Donald W. Allen, Mayor



Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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