The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on October 11, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Stafford; Vice-Mayor Moses; Council members Dickerson, Williams, Robertson, and Chambless; Town Manager Vittum; Officer Spicer; Town Engineer Tawney; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present was: Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Stafford called the meeting to order.  Councilman Chambless led the pledge of Allegiance.   


Dickerson moved that the minutes to the Regular September 13, 2005 and Special October 4, 2005 meetings be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town. Williams seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  


Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for September 2005.  

Dickerson reported on the Public Safety Committee.  Mayor Stafford stated that a meeting had been set for the Committee to meet with a special Fire Department Committee on their concerns.  Council inquired about the Hepatitis shots for officers.  Spicer stated he needed to get his and Ratcliffe has had his first series.  He stated that the others have completed theirs.  The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the GHS Homecoming Parade permit.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams and Chambless.  The recommendation carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  
 Robertson made a motion to approve the Annual Christmas Parade permit.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams and Chambless.  The recommendation carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  
Moses reported on the Property and Recreation Committee.  Robertson inquired about the tennis courts.  Tawney stated the contractor was planning to have finished it by last week.  He does not understand what is taking them so long.  Stafford stated that the committee discussed the need for tennis court lighting and renovation to restrooms. This will be addressed in the next budget year.  Robertson asked about the poison oak along the walking trail.  Tawney stated that two of his employees are in the process of working towards getting certified to spray poison oak.  He stated that once certification is complete they plan to take care of spraying in the park.
Robertson reported on the Finance Committee.  The Committee recommended that council approve refund of overpaid taxes to the following:

Pilot Oil
2005 BPOL
$1,765.92

Links 4 Gifts
2005 BPOL
      30.00

B Ballard
2003 Real
       3.30

Boy Inc.
2003 Personal
    106.31

Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council authorize the Town Manager to waive rental fees for Head Start to use the cafeteria one night per month for Home Based Education. Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the bid of $30,970.30 from CTX for one SST pre-fabricated restroom facility for Whitt-Riverbend Park. This will be part of the Recreational Trails project and reimbursable for 80% from the grant funds. Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  Voting no: Williams.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 5 to 1. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve donation of surplus cell phones to the Woman’s Resource Center.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

Williams reported on the Public Works Committee.  The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve purchase of a street roller from James River Equipment for $27,500.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that Council refund $400 to R. Legard for replacement of sidewalk in front of his property on Woodrum Street.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 6 to 0. 

Vittum reported on the Public Service Authority.  He stated that he had met with PSA Representative Via and he indicated that there were no issues to bring up at this time that are not already on the agenda.  
Robertson reported on the Whitt-Riverbend Park Committee.  He stated that the Committee recommended Council approve to proceed with the SST for the park.
Moses reported on the New River Valley Planning Commission.  She stated that the annual dinner was scheduled for next month.
Vittum updated Council on the Downtown Project.  He briefly went over the minutes to the Design Committee and Management Team.  He stated that the Robbins property schedule had been revised and they would begin initial meetings on November 1st.  He stated that November 10th and 15th would be the start dates for design and the façade projects. He stated that the pigeon debris had been contracted out and removed from the Robbins building.  Vittum stated that on the TEA Downtown Grant the engineering contract has been signed and the survey work should being soon.  He stated that the transfer of property to non-profit status with Pearisburg Downtown Limited Partnership is being worked out.  

Vittum stated that Cast Construction Inc. was the low bid in the amount of $74,617 on Buildings 28, 29 and 30 of the Façade Project.  He stated that the Westmoreland property would be the most expensive façade.  He stated that he would recommend Council authorize staff to work towards getting a contract signed with Cast Construction Inc. for an amount not to exceed $74,617.   The contracts will need to be signed by three parties:  contractor, property owner and the Town.    The owners will need to submit their funding first to the Town and then in turn the Town will pay contractor.  Moses made a motion to authorize the Mayor or Town Manager to execute the Façade Contracts for Buildings 28, 29 and 30 contingent upon owner signing and submittal of match.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.   Vittum stated that by the end of the project we will have up to 30 contracts on facades.
Vittum updated Council on the Sewer Treatment Plant Project.  He stated that the digesters were running good.  He stated that DEQ is requiring we put in additional blowers and piping to add more air.  The estimated cost is around $40,203.  He stated that to return the digester mixers we would receive a credit of $4,833.  He stated that each gear box would cost $19,999.57.  He stated that out of the contract for the Town they would purchase gear boxes.  He estimated the total cost to the Town being $57,388.57.
Dickerson made a motion to approve Change Order No. 4 for the Sewer Treatment Plant Project.  Williams seconded the motion.  Council discussed the motion.  Vittum stated that Change Order No. 4 was due to DEQ requirements.  Robertson asked if we anticipate any problems with DEQ rejecting this change.  Vittum stated he does not foresee any problems except for Item No. 2 on the credit for two digester mixers.  He stated that this is going to be reworked.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Vittum updated Council on PSA solid waste charges.  He stated that the PSA had revised the charges due to the weighing system being incorrect thus resulting in double billing.  He stated that there is still some issue as to whether the Town is going to pay.  He stated that on previous correspondence with Town Attorney there was some question as to whether PSA has acted properly.  Mayor Stafford stated that Council needed to vote on this issue next month.  Robertson made a motion to table the issue on solid waste charges and Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Dickerson made a motion to table the Music License Agreement until next month.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Robertson made a motion to approve and adopt an agreement with New River Community Action on the cottage building rental and CHIP rental in downstairs of Library contingent upon maintenance of cottage building.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6 to 0.

Council announced plans to move the location of the regular November 8th meeting to the Pearisburg Community Center Cafeteria due to elections. 
Vittum briefed Council on proposed plans for Brierwood Subdivision by Shannon Lucas.  He stated that Brierwood would be off of Hale Street.  There would be around 15 to 17 lots.  He indicated that this property would connect to Dean Davis’ property that he plans to subdivide in the future and the streets would link.  Vittum stated that the first lot on the left may hold the detention pond.  He stated that there would be fencing around the pond.  He stated that Brandon Steele is the engineer for the Brierwood Subdivision and is looking at various storm water options.   Robertson felt that curb and guttering would be an advantage to the Town and easier to tie-in to other streets.  Robertson is not in favor of cul de sac’s.  Vittum stated that they were trying to keep away from curb and gutter because no water run off goes into the ground.  Tawney stated they were looking at green areas verses a pond.  He stated that Steele picked that first lot due to that being the low point.  Robertson just wants to have something that looks nice as you enter the subdivision.
Robertson inquired about the status of GCHDC and whether they had paid their rent in full for use of a room at the Library.  Vittum stated they had.
Mayor Stafford read a thank you letter from the Wilburn family for our donation to the scholarship fund at Giles High School in memory of Bobby Wilburn.

Mayor Stafford reminded Council of the upcoming Chamber Banquet Dinner and encouraged everyone to attend.

Mayor Stafford wanted to recognize Vittum for his hard work on the ICMA Programs for the Disadvantaged, established in memory of Carolyn Keane Award.  Vittum stated that a plaque was received and should be coming in the mail soon.
Mayor Stafford read a letter from Todd Christensen with DHCD concerning the situation with the Free Clinic.  Vittum stated that communication was lacking with the Free Clinic and Adult Daycare.  Vittum stated that the comments he got back were that the doctors felt they could better serve the patients at their own practices.  He stated that the Free Clinic will continue to hand out medicine and hopefully soon they will have a new director.  Vittum stated that the Giles Health and Family Center Inc. Board will work towards getting this vacant facility rented by an organization that assists low to moderate income families.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor


Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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