The Pearisburg Town Council met in regular session on September 13, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  at the Pearisburg Town Hall.  Present for the meeting were:  Mayor Stafford; Vice-Mayor Moses; Council members Dickerson, Williams, Robertson, Psathas and Chambless; Town Manager Vittum; Chief Martin; Town Engineer Tawney; and Administrative Assistant Harless.  Also present were: Ora Lea Lucas-Belcher and Temple Lawrence citizens; Charlie Via, PSA Representative; Erin Zlomek, Roanoke Times; and Butch Mullins, Virginian Leader.  

Mayor Stafford called the meeting to order.  Councilman Robertson led the pledge of Allegiance.   


Mayor Stafford opened the Public Hearing on the TEA21 Downtown Project.  Vittum stated that the proposed project would involve replacement of sidewalks between Mountain Lake Avenue and Church Street on Main Street, relocation of utility lines to underground, new signage, street lighting, and landscape improvements.  Vittum stated that in November the Town will apply for additional funding.  The total cost of the project is estimated around $600,000.

Temple Lawrence addressed Council concerning the TEA21 Public Hearing.  She stated that she is a member of the Downtown Revitalization and Design Façade Committees.  Their Committee’s goal is to return the buildings close to the original appearance and to replace signage.  The vision is to see an attractive well maintained downtown.  She stated that the Committee would like to see new signal lights.  They have three concerns about the existing signal lights.  They are as follows: 1.) size and scale of signal poles, make’s them an eyesore  2.) safety of pedestrians without a walk cycle  

3.) American Disabilities Act violation – it is difficult to maneuver a wheelchair around signal pole at corner of Main and Wenonah without going off sidewalk into the road. Lawrence stated that the Committee recommends funds be included to replace four traffic signals with appropriate size and scale with button for pedestrians to use.  She thanked Council for their consideration of this request. Chambless wanted to thank Lawrence for all her hard work and research she has done for the Committees.  There being no further comments Mayor Stafford closed the Public Hearing.

Williams made a motion to approve and adopt a Resolution honoring John T. Moye.  Moses seconded the motion.  Voting yes:  Mayor Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 7 to 0.
R E S O L U T I O NPRIVATE 

A RESOLUTION TO HONOR JOHN T. MOYE FOR

OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE TOWN OF PEARISBURG

AND EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES UPON HIS DEATH


WHEREAS, John T. Moye faithfully served the Town of Pearisburg as a member of the Pearisburg Police Department from July 20, 1956 to February 1, 1986; and 


WHEREAS, as a Town police officer, John provided valuable service and protection to the citizens of his community, and


WHEREAS, John proved invaluable in his knowledge and expertise to the Town of Pearisburg, serving the Police Department with responsible and professional leadership to improve the quality of life for citizens of his community; and


WHEREAS, John will always be considered a valued member of the Town’s family whose friendship will be remembered and missed by all who knew and worked with him; and


WHEREAS, the Town Council for the Town of Pearisburg was saddened by the passing of John T. Moye on July 22, 2005.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PEARISBURG, VIRGINIA,   7   OF ITS MEMBERS CONCURRING:

THAT, the sincere gratitude and appreciation of the Town of Pearisburg be expressed to the family of John T. Moye for his outstanding and dedicated service to his community as a Police Officer for nearly 30 years from 1956 to 1986; and


THAT, that upon the occasion of his death the Town Council officially expresses its sense of loss by way of this resolution and orders its inclusion in the official records of the Town; and


THAT, a copy of this resolution be presented to the family of John T. Moye with sincere condolences of the Council for their loss and appreciation for all that John T. Moye did for and on behalf of all the residents of the Town of Pearisburg.

This 13th day of September, 2005.

APPROVED:

____________________________

Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor

ATTEST:







____________________________



Judy R. Harrell, Town Clerk 


  
Chambless moved that the minutes to the Regular August 9, 2005 meeting be approved and placed with the permanent records of the Town. Psathas seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Dickerson, Robertson, Williams and Chambless.  The motion carried by a vote of 6 to 0.  


Ora Lee Lucas-Belcher of 709 Giles Street addressed Council with concerns about the condition of the road in front of her home.  She stated that it needs paving.  The water ponds in front of her home.  She stated that she had spoken with Tawney.  Tawney stated that it was graded.  She stated that there is still a problem and she would like it fixed.  Mayor Stafford stated that she would refer the matter to the Public Works Committee to figure out the best way to handle the problem.
Council approved the following Consent Items and Reports:  Police, Finance, Library, Recreation, Water Production, Building Permit, Manager and Commerce Park for August 2005.  

Dickerson reported on the Public Safety Committee.  He stated the Committee discussed hepatitis shots for officers. Mayor Stafford stated that the Committee has discussed Officer Tilley’s damages to his personal vehicle while it was parked on the Town lot.  Williams made a motion to pay the estimated cost of $986.87.  Mayor Stafford stated that the motion fails due to lack of a second.
Mayor Stafford asked Council if they would like to make a recommendation concerning the Police Officers request to take their cruiser home and keep it there.  She did not hear any comments, no motion was made.
The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve officers working Tech games under the same rules as last year.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve the Fireman’s Day Parade Permit.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

Moses reported on the Property and Recreation Committee. She stated that a flagpole was donated VDOT and will be placed by Rodney Wilson at the Little League Ball field. There were no recommendations. 

Robertson reported on the Finance Committee.  The Committee recommended that council approve publication of all unpaid real and personal property taxes on September 28th.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council authorize the Town Manager to waive utility deposit and apply a credit of the minimum bill for three months should any displaced person from Katrina locate in the town limits.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve the bid of $4200 from Drewco for removal of pigeon material from the two buildings purchased in the downtown. This will be in preparation for design work and is not reimbursable from the grant funds. Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

The Committee made a recommendation that council approve a refund of $4,353.03 for 2002-4 Real Estate Taxes paid erroneously by Pearisburg Square, LLC. Note that these taxes will be billed to the proper owner.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0. 

Psathas reported on the Public Works Committee.  The Committee discussed the purchase of a street roller being put out to bid.  This should cost between $28,000 and $32,000.  The bids will be brought to the Committee when opened.  

The Committee made a recommendation that Council approve purchase of a used Bobcat for an amount not to exceed $21,000.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The recommendation was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.
Via reported on the Public Service Authority.  He stated the board voted to proceed with the request for proposals on the transfer station.  They discussed the water withdraw project.  He stated that Mr. and Mrs. Vaught had resigned.  He stated that if Council had a request on the white goods he would take it back to the board.  Robertson had some questions about the transfer station.  Via stated that the board had not chosen an engineering firm to investigate the types and costs for a transfer station.  Via stated that in the long-term the PSA will save money.   
Robertson reported on the Whitt-Riverbend Park Committee.  
Moses reported on the New River Valley Planning Commission.  

Vittum updated Council on the Downtown Project.  Vittum stated that pigeon residue will be bagged and taken to the landfill by a hired contractor.  Wilson had been in contact with the company and they are in the area and could do the work within the next couple weeks.  The building will be boarded up to keep pigeons out.  The design work will begin in the winter and construction will start in the spring.  The project will take about nine months to complete.
Vittum stated that he had received an addendum with Anderson and Associates combining the Downtown TEA21 Project with the TEA21 Wenonah Avenue Project.  The project will go out to bid in the winter and start late summer.  He stated that there are two easements that need to be secured.  He stated that Hartley will file condemnation on these two properties.  

Chambless made a motion to approve the Addendum with Anderson and Associates contingent upon legal review and VDOT approval.  Dickerson seconded the motion.  Voting yes: Stafford, Moses, Robertson, Williams, Dickerson, Psathas and Chambless.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7 to 0.

Vittum stated that Council should table the transfer of the Robbins property to the Pearisburg Downtown Limited Partnership until the October meeting when the Town Attorney is available to answer questions. Vittum stated that we will be doing the first draw request soon for reimbursement on purchase of Robbins buildings.
Vittum updated Council on the Sewer Treatment Plant Project.  He stated that everything is operating properly at this time.  Staff plans to wait about two more months when the weather starts to get cold to see if the digesters will continue to work smoothly. There is the extra load due to schools opening as well.  Vittum stated that DEQ requires the Town get an extra aeration piping digester and blower for the plant to handle the load.  He stated that RBC Gearboxes needed to be replaced at a cost estimated around $26,000 each. This may be done with remaining loan funds.
Council tabled the request by GHFC for a By-Law Change.
Vittum stated he thought an Executive Session on PSA solid waste in regards to contract and legal matters was advisable.  
Staff recommends Council table an agreement from the American Society of Composers Music License until the Town Attorney can be present to better answer questions and concerns of Council.  

Vittum stated that the Planning Commission looked at a plan for Mason Heights.  They recommended breaking several large lots into more small lots.  The lower cul de sac extended onto 25 to 30 acres to connect with the Wal-Mart extension was also recommended. 
Vittum stated this would bring additional residential housing to the area.  Robertson was concerned about all the traffic coming down Gale Road.  Vittum stated that with the other road coming off of Wenonah and going up into the subdivision this should help eliminate extra traffic.  Council also felt Mason Court cold best be connected to the new street to reduce traffic on Gale.
Vittum stated that a special exception request for comment was received from the County.  He stated that Nextel plans to locate equipment on the existing tower located on tax map no: 40-8 off of Hobson Avenue.  Council stated they have no problem or comments concerning the special exception.  Vittum will respond to the County accordingly.
Vittum stated that he had met with Teresa Martinez on the Appalachian Trail Conservancy.  He stated that on the north side of the river plans are underway to retain.  The ATC will apply for Recreational Trail Grant funding to widen trail and put in a trailhead at Pearis Cemetery.  He stated there would be a 20% match.

Mayor Stafford informed Council that Moye Family had sent a thank you card for the donation to the scholarship fund and Transdominion Express thanks us for our donation.
Mayor Stafford stated that she received a letter from Fire Chief Stump about setting up a meeting with Council on the 26th or 27th of September concerning future capital purchases.   Council agreed to meet with the department on Tuesday, October 4th.  Staff will contact Stump about this date.

On a motion by Williams, seconded by Robertson, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Stafford, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Chambless, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; Williams, yes; Council went into Executive Session to discuss as permitted by Virginia Code Section 2.1-344 (a) (3), a matter involving the acquisition of property for public purposes, or as permitted by Virginia code Section 2.1-244 (A)(7), a briefing by staff or consultants, about probable future litigation.
On a motion by Williams, seconded by Robertson, passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Stafford, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Chambless, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; Williams, yes; Council returned to regular session.
On a motion by Williams, seconded by Robertson, and passed by the following recorded vote, Mayor Stafford, yes; Council Members Robertson, yes; Chambless, yes; Moses, yes; Dickerson, yes; Psathas, yes; Williams, yes; Council certified that the subject discussed in this Executive Session was the subject identified in the motion to go into Executive Session and only that subject, and that Council discussed no other subject while in Executive Session.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:





ATTEST:

_____________________________

_____________________________

Barbara M. Stafford, Mayor



Judy R. Harrell, Clerk  
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