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Greetings!


I am happy to announce that the Town has been awarded a Community Improvement Grant to do major improvements to the downtown area. Over the next two years the Town will assist with facade work as well as renovation of the dilapidated property near the Courthouse. In addition, VDOT has partially funded a request for Transportation Enhancement funding to do streetscape improvements on Wenonah Avenue. In all, over $900,000 in grant funding has been made available in the downtown area.


Town Council welcomed Robert Dickerson Jr. as the newest member of the governing body in July. He fills the seat held for 28-years by George Psathas. He has been a member of the Planning Commission for six years. Robert will sit on the Town’s Public Safety and Finance Committees. 


The Town has many projects underway. We will move into the new Town Shop in September and finish a major Sewer Plant upgrade early next year. We are collecting the needed easements and are ready to start construction of new sidewalks to Giles High. The Town has a residential subdivision in the works that will add needed lots for growth in the Town.  

As always, it is my pleasure to serve as your Mayor. Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions and concerns or feel free to stop by the Town Hall and speak to any of our capable staff.

Don Allen, Mayor - Town of Pearisburg
TOWN SHOP NEARS COMPLETION


The Town is working hard to prepare the new Town Shop for occupancy in September. The department will move to the former Reed’s Welding building where four times the current room is available. The exterior of the building has been painted and the roof seal coated. Contracts are pending to install new exhaust fans and to upgrade the electrical system. The Town will also repave the parking area and make landscaping improvements to the property.

The Town continues to use the old building while the new shop is made ready. Look for announcements of the Open House later this fall and stop in to visit the new and improved Town Shop.  

SEWER PLANT MODIFICATIONS


 Simmon’s Construction has begun work on a contract to upgrade the Wastewater Plant. Work will take about nine months to complete. The project is financed by a bond from the Virginia Revolving Loan Fund and has been engineered by Draper Aden.  The plant is twelve years old and undergoing its first upgrade.

The major components of the project include installation of a centrifuge to dewater sludge replacing the existing inefficient drying beds. The project also includes installing an aeration system to help process the solids at the plant. All work will take place on site, except for replacement of a line to reduce storm water infiltration and thereby preserve plant capacity. 

The improvements are needed to keep the plant in compliance with its state-operating permit and avoid regulatory problems. Future rate increases are planned to fund the new debt. 

PSA TANK AND WATER RATE INCREASE


The Town is negotiating an agreement with the Giles County PSA covering an $.18 rate increase to help fund the new tanks on the east side of Town. The other four Towns and Giles County absorbed a $.13 increase in water rates. The increase will move the wholesale rate for Pearisburg from $1.50 per 1000 gallons to $1.68. The Town rate is set by contract with the PSA. The new rate effects water purchases after July 1st.

The new tank will allow the Town to connect lines to serve the fire flow needs of the Wal-Mart Shopping Center. A future connection to Riverbend and Virginia Heights will increase pressures to existing customers and allow for future growth. 

HENSON AVENUE PAVING
The latest VDOT Plan has pushed the Henson Avenue Project back and the reconstruction will not take place until 2011. Town Council is disappointed with the delay in the needed improvements. Plans include widening and realigning the road; improving drainage; and adding a sidewalk to the street.

The delay has caused the Town to add Henson Avenue to the 2004 list of streets to be paved. The paving will keep the street usable until construction begins and improve access to the hospital and schools on the street.  

POOL HEATER PLANNED
The Town is working with the Giles County Swim Team to add a pool heater to the Town Pool for the 2005 season. The Team has been raising funds to cover the cost of equipment and the Town will be installing the heater. The unit being considered will use heat pumps and should be able to make the pool usable during the early part of the season.

The work will be contracted out this fall and the new heater should be on-line when the pool opens next year. The Town thanks the Swim Team for spearheading this effort.

POLICE ACTIVITY

Below is a summary of Pearisburg Police arrests and other activities for the 1st half of 2004:

Driving While Intoxicated                   
 22

Reckless Driving
38
Speeding
426

Moving Violations
172

Non- Moving Violations
425

Decal Violations
25

Driving Suspended/Revoked
37

Felonies
89
Misdemeanors
198

Drunk In Public
19
Domestic Calls    
 58 
Vandalism/Larceny  
                             80

Animal Related
     29

Total General Calls
      1631  

Accidents

   52

Total Fines and Fees Received
$36,253
FIRE STATION FUNDRAISING


The Pearisburg Fire Department continues major fund raising to raise funds for a planned new fire station. The current building is outdated and much too small for modern fire equipment. It no longer serves the need of the Town. As of this date over $65,000 has been raised and earmarked for the project. All donations to the Fire Department are placed in a separate account to be used exclusively for this project. 



The Town has requested proposals from firms to assist in design of the facility. Seven proposals are being considered and a firm will be chosen this fall to begin working with the Fire Department on this project. The Town hopes to begin construction in 2-3 years. Discussions are also underway with Giles County on a Multiuse EMS Facility.
NEW BRUSH CHIPPER


The Town has replaced its brush chipper with a new and bigger unit. The chipper being replaced has been in service for over thirteen years. The new chipper will allow the Town to continue offering the popular brush removal service to citizens. 



As a reminder… Please bring brush to the edge of the road and place the cut ends towards the street. The Town will chip brush in different neighborhoods one Friday per month and must limit chipping at each home, so large piles may not be chipped in one cycle. It is better to cut smaller amounts each month to avoid having piles left over.
2004 PAVING SCHEDULE


By now the paving of streets for the current year should be complete. Henson Avenue, Wildwood Drive, and the Town Parking Lot received overlays this year. The Town will continue to pave streets each year and is maintaining a street inventory to assist with this process.  



Thank you for your patience when paving and other street operations are going on. We will try and keep delays and inconvenience to a minimum while work is in process. 



The Town intends to do some seal coating of streets as an interim measure until we are able to pave all streets. The seal coat generally lasts about 3 years and prevents break up of pavement.
WELCOME TO TOWN


The Town welcomes new healthcare providers to Pearisburg.  Dr. Bill Irby has sold his dental practice to Dr. Michael Ankrum. The practice is located on Wenonah Avenue.



Also opening a practice in optometry is Dr. Chris Hansen. Dr. Hansen will fill the void in eye care services left the retirement of Dr. Q.O. Sutphin. Dr. Hansen is located on Wenonah Avenue next to NAPA Auto. 
TENNIS COURTS



Pearisburg has new tennis courts. Work has been completed on the construction of new courts next to the Town Pool. Three asphalt-playing surfaces were installed over the summer to replace the cracked and worn out courts. The new tennis facility will be opened to the public as soon as the contractor finishes and the courts pass inspection. No skateboarding, roller skates or bikes will be allowed on the courts.
WHITT-RIVERBEND PARK



The Whitt-Riverbend Park is now open and usable by the public. Walk in and canoe in only tent camping is allowed. The cost is $5 per night and payable on site. The campsites are located on the upper end of the park near the mouth of Walker’s Creek. Three campsites are currently available.



Giles County Rotary Club funded construction of a picnic shelter at the park. This is a Centennial Project for the club and marks Rotary’s 100th Birthday.  The Town is finishing up the shelter and it will be available beginning in September. Rental of the shelter and its 4 picnic tables will be $25 per day. If not reserved, the shelter will be available on a first come basis.



The Town has opened a walking trail along the river. Following an old roadbed, this pretty trail provides views of the river and a fairly level walking area. When combined with a return stroll through the meadow the loop is just over one mile in length.



The Park also provides access to the New River for fishing and canoeing or kayaking. Parking is available at the entrance gate, but vehicles are not allowed beyond that point.

ENHANCEMENT GRANT FUNDED

The Town will get Transportation Enhancement funds to begin working on burying utility lines and adding new light poles on Wenonah Avenue from Main Street to Tazewell Street. VDOT announced that $64,000 was approved towards this project. This represents 25% of the funding requested for this project. The Town will submit a supplemental grant in November to seek the remaining funds needed for this project. The grant will be used to retain the services of an engineering firm to design the improvements. VDOT indicated that it would be several months before a contract would be sent to the Town. This work is in conjunction with the Downtown Revitalization Grant.

FIRE DEPARTMENT GRANT AWARDED

Pearisburg’s Volunteer Fire Department has been awarded a $95,000 grant for new equipment. The funds come from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and are related to Homeland Security. The grant funds will be used to replace much of the old fire bunker gear and to replace the air packs used by the firemen. Many of the air units are outdated and can no longer be repaired and serviced. The new protective clothing and air packs will continue an effort to modernize the equipment used by Pearisburg firemen and insure that the volunteers have safe and effective tools to perform their jobs. The new equipment will arrive later this year. This marks the first time the Town has received these grant funds.
DOWNTOWN BANNER PROGRAM

The Façade Committee has been very busy designing banners for use in the Pearisburg Historic District. These will eventually run the length of Wenonah Avenue and Main Street. Your Façade Committee has selected a Patriotic Banner to honor our veterans and members of the Armed Forces. These will be used in conjunction with Memorial Day, 4th of July, and Veteran’s Day festivities each year

The Façade Committee is finalizing the design of the Town of Pearisburg Logo Banner, which will depict the Historic Pearisburg District.  There will be an add-on that will highlight local businesses that sponsor banners.

We are completing the necessary administrative processes to bring the banner program to our merchants and citizens.  In the near future, we will contact local merchants to gain their participation in this important project.
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION
Over the last year, many people have worked long to procure a grant to enhance and revitalize the economic viability of Historic Downtown Pearisburg. This hard work has been rewarded with the announcement that the Town has received a Community Improvement Grant of $804,000 to begin work on Downtown Revitalization. The Town will be negotiating a contract with the state and funding will be available following this process.

One of the major components of the project is working with local merchants to beautify downtown facades to make Historic Pearisburg the place to shop and be.  In order to achieve this goal, we have to retain our current businesses while attracting new ones.  As recently reported, two new businesses are locating in this area. The Project Team will work closely with the town on business development and retention


Bud Chambless has taken on the role of a Downtown Coordinator for the Town. On a volunteer basis he will be working to implement elements of the Virginia Main Street Program in the revitalization effort. Mayor Allen, Town Manager Vittum, and he have met with various state and local officials to gain their support to move the projects forward. Recently, Vittum and Chambless met with VDOT officials to renew our application for additional grant funds for the Town’s Streetscape Program.


The Town is also making a bid to acquire the property near the Courthouse that has been seized by the U.S. Government and will be auctioned later this year. This property would be renovated to create three new housing units and several commercial spaces. The town would also acquire and retain the parking lot behind the buildings for public use. This would provide parking for several businesses on  Main Street.

COUNCIL APPROVES NEW SUBDIVISION

The Town Council gave initial approval of a new housing subdivision being planned by Cantrall Martin. The new subdivision would be located above Robinhood Drive. It will include two and four unit Townhouse buildings as well as single-family lots. The project will include extending Town water and sewer onto the site. In addition, Fort Branch Road will be extended. 

The Town staff is reviewing storm water plans to minimize future problems with increased run off from the site. The Town will assist the developer with off site water improvement to serve the new homes. With the approval of the Town Council, the developer has started to move ahead with plans and engineering work. 

This area is zoned for Planned Developments and allows flexible housing options and design. Once the plan is complete the developer will have to have it approved by the Town Council. As soon as the storm water plan is approved additional site clearing will begin.
SIDEWALKS TO GILES HIGH

The Town has begun the process of acquiring easements needed to construct the new sidewalks to Giles High School. Once these are completed, the project will be ready to place out to bid. The Town anticipates start of construction will be in early 2005. This project is being funded by a $291,000 Transportation Enhancement Grant.

The project will include new sidewalks, additional lighting, new signs, and landscaping. The work will be finished by next summer and will improve safety along the major highway.  

JR WOMAN’S CLUB PLAYGROUND PROJECT
 The Pearisburg Jr. Woman’s Club is currently reviewing the needs of the Town’s Park and playground equipment.  Plans are to purchase some much needed playground and park equipment that is not only functional, but safe for everyone.  There are also plans to purchase equipment that would be handicap accessible.

Club members will begin soliciting ideas for the park and playground equipment from the community by asking individuals to complete a short survey.  These surveys will be distributed by members at various festivals where PJWC members have a booth, from the Town Office or from any club member.  Members will be conducting various fundraising events during the upcoming months and will be soliciting assistance from businesses as well as individuals. 


Members are very excited about the opportunity to help enhance our Town’s current park and playground.  For more information, please contact Hope or Lynne at 921-1222 or 921-0340.  

COUNCIL ACTIONS


In June, July, and August the Town Council took action on a number of issues. These include:  

· Swore in Danny Robertson, Jimmie Williams, and Robert Dickerson Jr. to four-year terms on Council.

· Approved concept of a new Banner Program.

· Approved bid on new brush chipper. 

· Approved new Sewer Use Ordinance to control grease and other materials in the system.

· Approved contracting with the W.G. Simmons Company for upgrades at Wastewater Treatment Plant.

· Following Public Hearing, approved plan for new subdivision as submitted by Cantrall Martin.

· Following Public Hearing approved adding as a Conditional Use “Restaurants” in the AR-1 Zone.

· Approved increase in Water Rates. 

· Adopted the Fiscal Year 2005 Town Budget. 

· Donated $475 towards a feasibility study at the Radford Arsenal.

· Approved new Street Light Contract and Pole Attachment Contract with AEP.

· Approved Resolution honoring George Psathas.

· Approved ban on parking vehicles on the grass triangles in Fort Branch Subdivision.

· Approved Street Paving Priority List Five-Year Plan.

· Reorganized and appointed key staff to two-year terms.

· Waived Town share of Homeland Security Grant at the request of Giles County.

· Approved contract with Hunter Paving for 2004 street paving.

· Approved contract with Utility Services, Inc for rehabilitation of King Height’s Reservoir.

· Approved parade permits for Homecoming, Fireman, and Wal-Mart events.

· Approved easement agreement and feasibility study request with PSA.

RECREATION TRAILS GRANT


The Town has been notified of tentative award of a Recreation Trails Grant for improvements at the Whitt-Riverbend Park. The grant will be used pave a handicap accessible trail to the picnic shelter and connect the existing river trail to create a 1.1-mile loop. The Town will also install toilet facilities at the park. Some parking improvements will be made with the grant funds. The Town will receive $61,600 from the Department of Conservation and Recreation for the project. The grant will allow better public access and use of the new park. The Town expects to sign a contract with the state within 60 days and begin work next spring on the trail.

