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Greetings!


I want to wish you all a wonderful and safe holiday season. I trust that this year has been good for you and your family and that next year will bring with it good will and happiness. I know that 2004 has been a busy year for the Town and that many exciting new projects will be underway throughout the coming year. I think 2005 will be one of the best years for the Town of Pearisburg. 

As we move into a new Public Works Building, I am very excited to also be starting the planning process for a new Fire Station.  Our current building is out of date and too small to serve the needs of the community. We have hired Spectrum Design to assist in planning and later building a modern facility that will meet future fire safety needs in Pearisburg. The Department relies on trained volunteers and the town is committed to providing them with the tools necessary to do their job. The volunteers have kicked off a $300,000 fund raising drive to help fund the new station. Please join us in making this dream come true.


The Town had a good year with regards to grants. Four major grant applications were submitted and approved in 2004. Over $1.1 million will come to the community from these grants, funding improvements to downtown, Whitt Riverbend Park, and the fire department.   

I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Mayor. Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions and concerns or feel free to stop by the Town Hall and speak to any of our capable staff.

Don Allen, Mayor - Town of Pearisburg
TOWN TAX SCHEDULE FOR 2005


The Town will begin to prepare and mail tax and license bills in December. This is done as a convenience to those citizens wanting to pay before the end of 2004. Note that bills are not due until later in 2005.

Real Estate and Personal Property are due March 15, 2005. Business Licenses are due March 31, 2005. The automobile stickers must be purchased by April 15, 2005. You must have one on a motorcycle as well. 

The Town continues to aggressively pursue delinquent taxes. Please contact Judy Harrell, Town Clerk at 921-1222 with questions about taxes.  

TOUCH READ WATER METERS


 The Town has committed to a contract with Hughes, Inc. to replace all residential water meters in the system with new “touch read” meters. Over 1650 meters will be replaced in the coming months with these new and more accurate meters. The cost will be about $178,000 and will be spread over a five-year lease purchase.

The new meters will allow the dials to be recorded automatically and downloaded onto a computer. This will drastically reduce the time required to read meters each month. This will allow the current manpower to spend less time on meter reading and more time on system maintenance.

In addition, as meters age they tend to slow down. This results in inaccurate readings and increased unaccountable water. The new meters should provide accurate readings and result in increased revenue without a water rate increase. It will also help reduce the Town’s water loss ratio and avoid future problems with meeting state regulations.

PSA TANK AND WATER RATE 


The Town continues to negotiate an agreement with the Giles County PSA covering an $.18 rate increase to help fund the new tanks on the east side of Town. The Town requested the contract before the work started on the tanks. The increase will move the rate from $1.50 per 1000 gallons to $1.68. The Town rate is set by contract with the PSA. The contract requires this agreement because it involves transporting water and an addition of a $.05 increase above that imposed on other entities.

The new tank will address fire flow to Wal-Mart Shopping Center as well as pressure and fire flow needs to Riverbend and Virginia Heights. The Town will not benefit from the tank until the additional connections are completed.
TOWN SHOP MOVES
The town has moved its shop from Wenonah Avenue into newly renovated quarters on Main Street. The building will house all Public Works employees. Water, street, vehicle maintenance, and other public works activities will operate from this facility. It will allow indoor storage of equipment and inventory. A salt storage facility is planned on the site.

KING HEIGHTS RESERVOIR
The Town has completed extensive rehabilitation of the King Heights Water Reservoir. The tank was drained and off line for over a month this fall. Workers sandblasted the interior and exterior of the tank before painting the 750,000-gallon structure.  Utility Services, Inc. will be paid over a three-year period for the current work. The Town will enter into a maintenance agreement for future upkeep of this water tank.

The Town experienced some pressure fluctuations and other hydraulic issues in the water system during the time the tank was off line. This work will extend the life expectancy of the water reservoir significantly.

POLICE ACTIVITY

Below is a summary of Pearisburg Police arrests and other activities for the January-October of 2004:

Driving While Intoxicated                   
 34

Reckless Driving
54
Speeding
694

Moving Violations
281

Non- Moving Violations
658

Decal Violations
30

Driving Suspended/Revoked
58

Felonies
145

Misdemeanors
368

Drunk In Public
39
Domestic Calls    
103  
Vandalism/Larceny  
                             128
Animal Related
     51
Total General Calls
      3099  

Accidents

   88
Total Fines and Fees Received    $61,381.21
FIRE STATION 


Pearisburg’s Fire Department continues to plan for a new fire station. The current building is too small for modern fire equipment. As of this date over $69,500 has been earmarked for the project. All donations to the Fire Department are placed in a separate account to be used exclusively for this project. 



The Town has contracted with Spectrum Design to plan a new facility. The Town will look at several options, including a joint facility with other emergency service organizations. Spectrum will meet with local groups and evaluate options before submitting a design for consideration. This process will occur over the next few months. The Town hopes to begin construction in 2-3 years. Please consider a donation towards this project.
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION


The Town is negotiating with the state on up to $1 million in grant funding towards downtown revitalization. To secure the funds the Town must meet several requirements. This includes adding several properties into the project area and gaining control of the two buildings opposite the Courthouse on Main Street. This property is being seized by the U.S. Marshall and will be auctioned in the near future. The town has submitted a bid to acquire the property.



The grant will provide funding to renovate most downtown facades, landscape several open space areas, and renovate the historic properties mentioned above. In addition, the town will use Transportation Enhancement Grant dollars to bury utilities and replace sidewalks and lighting on Wenonah Avenue from Main to Tazewell Street. The contracts for this project will be signed in the spring of 2005.
SEWER PLANT UPGRADE


Work is moving ahead on improvements to the Town wastewater treatment facility. Simmons Construction is performing the work for the town. The purpose of the project is to correct problems with handling solids at the plant. New aeration equipment will increase plant efficiency and a centrifuge-dewatering unit will be installed to replace the drying beds.



Other work includes equipment to remove grit and to monitor flows at the plant. Work is complete on replacement of 1200 feet of main along Business 460 that was allowing water to enter the system.



The Town will use a Virginia Revolving Loan to pay for the $880,000 plant upgrade. In addition to this 20-year note the Town has eight years remaining on the original debt for construction of the treatment plant.
SIDEWALKS TO GILES HIGH


The Town is acquiring easements necessary to build sidewalks from Giles High School back to the existing walkways on Wenonah Avenue. A $291,000 Transportation Enhancement Grant is funding this work. As soon as the easements are received the Town will be asking VDOT for permission to place the work out to bid. It is anticipated that work on the sidewalks will start in the spring and should be completed before winter.



The project includes new street lighting, signs, and landscaping. The existing embankment will be sloped to make room for the new sidewalk. Pedestrian safety will be greatly improved when this work is completed.
CHRISTMAS TREE DISPOSAL



Pearisburg will once again be chipping Christmas trees after the holiday season. When you take down the tree place it at the curb with the trunk pointed towards the street. Town crews will come by and dispose of the tree by chipping. The town will chip trees beginning the week after Christmas. 

MARTIN ACRES SUBDIVISION



Town council has approved a new subdivision to be called Martin Acres. Local contractor Cantrell Martin will develop the subdivision. The new residential area is located off Fort Branch Road and Robinhood Drive. It will contain a total of 28 units on nine acres. There will be a combination of single family, townhouse, and duplex units in this planned residential development.



Town water and sewer will serve all lots. Fort Branch Road will be extended into the development. The approval process has been completed and clearing for the new lots is underway. The first units should be under construction in the spring.

FIRE DEPARTMENT GRANT

Pearisburg Fire Department is the recipient of a $95,328 grant for new equipment. Funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency the grants are to assist with insuring proper equipment is available to answer emergency calls and Homeland Security situations. 

Pearisburg will use its grant to replace self-contained breathing apparatus or air packs. In addition the protective equipment or bunker gear used by the firemen will be replaced or upgraded. Much of the new equipment has been ordered and will be placed in service as it is received.

POLICE AND LIBRARY MINI-GRANTS

Pearisburg has received several small grants over the last few months. These include $2770 from the Gates Foundation, which is being used at the Public Library to replace and upgrade two older computers. Purdue Pharma, a drug manufacturer has awarded $2500 to be used for drug enforcement and prevention activities to the Police department. The company is the maker of Oxycotin, a pain reliever that has been in the news recently. The Police Department has also received mini-grants from the Division of Motor Vehicles for a new child safety seat program ($500) and DUI enforcement ($5000). This money helps off set overtime cost for DUI enforcement efforts. The Police Department also was awarded $1000 from Wal-Mart foe equipment needs. The town continues to apply for grants to improve services.

DUSEL PROJECT

Virginia Tech made public in October plans to compete for a Deep Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory. Funded by the National Science Foundation and the federal government this lab would be located 7000 feet underground in order to study neutrinos and to conduct other scientific research. The Giles County proposal would be located under Butt Mountain in the Kimbalton area.

Dr. Robert Bodnar, a geologist at VT and former Pearisburg resident, presented the project to government leaders at a special meeting held at Mountain Lake Hotel. The site is one of eight being considered for funding. It would cost $200-400 million dollars to construct. It was estimated that 75 permanent jobs could be produced and several hundred researchers would utilize the facility.

Among the advantages associated with this site is its close proximity to VT, a major research institute. It is also located in limestone, unlike many other sites. At least two competing sites have environmental issues not found at the Giles location.

Tech will be making its proposal later this year in hopes of being one of the finalists. These sites would be given funding for further feasibility studies before the final selection is made.

NEW EMPLOYEES
The town has filled two positions created by the retirement of mechanic Jimmy Snidow who was a 35-year veteran of the town and the resignation of Phillip Hylton to accept a position at the Dispatch Office. Several employees were promoted during this transition. The newly hired employees are Bill Melvin and Sheila Spicer. We welcome them and know that they will continue the long record of quality services of our town employees. 

Bill Melvin lives in Pearisburg with his wife, Linda. He has taken a position as a trainee at the wastewater treatment plant. Bill previously worked for Tickles. Inc. and Rene Composite.

Sheila Spicer lives in Narrows with her husband Jerry. She has three children. Sheila will be employed in janitorial services and maintenance for the town. Her work will involve cleaning the Town Hall, Library, and Community Center.

HOLIDAY CLOSING SCHEDULE

The Town Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday on November 25 and 26. The Christmas Holiday will be December 23 and 24 and New Years Holiday closing will be December 31. The drop box is available at the front entrance of Town Hall for your convenience. For emergencies during holiday closings, contact the county sheriff’s dispatch.  

POOL HEATER

The Town worked with the Giles Swim Team to raise funds and plan for a pool heater for the Town pool. A system using heat pumps will be installed prior to the May 2005 opening date for the pool. By heating the pool it will be possible to expand the use of the facility in the earlier part of the summer when cooler weather keeps the water cold.
The swim team uses the facility for practice and meets. They proposed the heater to the town and assisted in raising about half the cost of the new equipment. The Town will own, operate, and maintain the pool heater.
COUNCIL ACTIONS


From September through November the Town Council took action on a number of issues. These include:  

·  Amended the budget to appropriate almost $110,000 in grant funding.

· Approved $250 membership in Trans-Dominion Express Committee.

· Approved additional planning funds to continue Downtown Revitalization Study.

· Approved moving ahead with lease purchase of new touch-read water meters from Hughes, Inc.

· Approved Ordinance that deletes two outdated sections of the Town Code related to Utility Taxes.

· Held a Public Hearing pursuant to applying for additional Transportation Enhancement funding for the Downtown Project.

· Approved a Modification Agreement that puts $.18 wholesale increase on water purchased from the PSA. Note: PSA rejected this Agreement.

· Approved Final Plat for Martin Acres Subdivision

· Approved contract with Spectrum Design for Fire Hall Preliminary Study.

· Approved refund of BPOL tax to Carilion. 

· Approved a Small Business Grant Program.

· Approved moving Halloween “trick or treat” to Saturday to coincide with Giles County.

· Approved Right of Way Easement for PSA to do a river withdrawal study.

· Approved writing off 1980-82 Delinquent Real Estate Taxes as not collectable.

· Approved Holiday Office Closing Schedule for 2004.

· Approved two small business incentive grants.

· Approved supporting Deep Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory Project study.

· Heard tax-exempt status request from New River Community Action.

· Heard property acquisition proposals concerning the Downtown Project in Executive Session.

· Approved Virginia Heights Preliminary Report.

BUSINESS NEWS


The Town welcomes several new business ventures to the community. U.S. Cellular now has a store next to Magic Mart. On Wenonah Avenue you will find Pearisburg E-Sell and Specialty Auction in the former Video Bank space. E-Sell is an Internet based store. On Main Street, Edwards Transfer and Storage offers moving and storage services. Dan Hines of Colonial Auction Company operates it.

We welcome these new enterprises to Town. Remember to Shop Pearisburg First!
WHITT RIVERBEND PARK

This new public park is open for your use and enjoyment. Located beyond Ripplemead at the end of the road, the park has nearly a mile of river frontage with excellent fishing. The park has several walk-in campsites for tenting. A walking trail along the river is open for use and makes about a one-mile loop when you return through the open meadow. There is also a picnic pavilion open for public use. It can be reserved for group use through the Town Office.

Plans include additional parking, restrooms, and canoe access in the future. If you have not visited the park, consider taking the time for a picnic and stroll along the river.

JUNIOR WOMANS CLUB

The Pearisburg Junior Woman’s Club has a goal of adding several new pieces of equipment to the playground at the Town Park. Designed for the younger children these play structures should make the park more attractive and enjoyable. The Club will have new swings purchased, installed, and ready for use before next spring. The Club intends to continue raising funds and installing additional equipment in the future. If you are interested in donating to the Junior Woman’s Club towards this project, contact the Town Office or any member of the Club.

RECREATION NEWS

Over the summer a new batting cage and pitching machine were installed at the Town Park. Plans are underway to construct a new practice infield. Along with Fort Branch Stadium and the planned heater for the Town Pool, the Recreation Department offers a long list of programs for citizens to enjoy. Programs are constantly changing and new activities are being added to the schedule. Contact the Director about individual programs, schedules, and activities or to suggest new programs by calling 921-3527. Take advantage of the year round offerings soon. 

